AMERICAN HISTORY TEACHERS INSTITUTE FOSTERS LOVE OF LEARNING
Nine American history teachers, representing seven WCSD middle and high schools, are currently participating in the American History Teachers Institute. A collaborative effort between the district and the University of Nevada, Reno, the Institute provides an opportunity for public school teachers to take seminars taught by university faculty on subjects requested by the teachers. 
The Institute is available to any full-time WCSD American history teacher (seventh, eighth or 11th grade.) Teachers were required to submit a Fellows Application and obtain approval from their principal. 
The seminars began meeting weekly on January 29 at UNR and will conclude June 18. In addition to participating in the seminars, each fellow must write a 15-25 page curriculum unit describing how some theme of the seminar will be shaped to teach in the classroom. The teacher must pledge to teach that unit in the classroom of a WCSD school next year. The curriculum units will be published on line and made available to other WCSD teachers. 
Each fellow can take the seminar for two UNR graduate credits. (or two continuing education credits.* OMIT this part*) In addition, all fellows receive a $1,440 stipend upon completion of the curriculum unit. Some of the teacher fellows will attend the Organization of American Historians Conference in Washington, D.C., April 12-14.
The topic for the current seminar is U.S. history from 1945-1990. “This era was chosen because a survey of social studies teachers pointed to modern history as an area that needs strengthening,” said Ken Webster, WCSD Social Studies coordinator.
Participants read materials on the general subject of the seminar as well as on their individual curriculum unit topics. At weekly meetings, they discuss the common readings and explore teaching strategies and classroom activities. 
During the semester, fellows also hear distinguished guest lecturers including Dr. Richard Davis, UNR, “American Sports”; Dr. Linda Curcio, UNR, “Rise of the Latino”; Dr. Todd Bennett, UNR, “Film in America: Vietnam”; Dr Clarence Walker, University of California at Davis, “Civil Rights”; and Dr. Elizabeth Raymond, UNR, “Women’s Lives in Late 20th Century America.” 
An intensive seminar on the founding fathers will be held July 15-22, following the same model. An American history colloquium is planned for fall. 
The American History Teachers Institute is part of a three-year grant totaling $893,932 that was awarded to WCSD, UNR, Nevada Humanities Committee and Nevada State Library & Archives by the U.S. Department of Education. Sixty-six school districts from across the U.S. were chosen to participate in the Teaching of American History Grant, which has as its primary goal the improvement of teachers’ knowledge, understanding and appreciation of American history.
According to Webster, the Institute is modeled after the Yale-New Haven Teachers Institute that began in 1977. Webster, who applied for and secured the grant after only five months with WCSD, said this grant will help students by increasing teachers’ knowledge and appreciation of American history. “It will help teachers deliver their new content knowledge in new and interesting ways. It provides professional opportunities that will reinvigorate teachers and thus improve their delivery of American history content.” 
This is right in line with the mission of the Institute: “… fostering a love of learning among all seminar participants, believing that the best teachers are those who are passionate about their subjects.”
That passion is evident in comments from teachers currently participating in the Institute. Katie Menante, a first-year teacher at O’Brien Middle School, says, “The institute is a great opportunity to learn more about our subject area from diverse perspectives that are incredibly helpful to today’s student. I continue to learn and relearn the broad nature of our history as Americans.”
Vaughn Middle School teacher Daniel Bow agrees, saying, “This institute is almost too good to be true. It’s a challenging, and therefore rewarding way to grow in your knowledge of what you teach. Out (Our) visiting professor from U.C. Davis and other professors have made the point that the histories of the civil rights movement and the women’s movement have many nuances that are not well known. History is a subject that takes many looks before the true picture becomes clear.”
Victor Sherbondy, an 11th grade teacher at McQueen, says, “I believe history teachers, perhaps more than any other subject, need opportunities such as the ones this institute provides to ensure that we are staying current on teaching strategies, sharing those ideas and concepts with our peers and, more importantly, developing a better knowledge of our subject areas. I’m getting stuff out of the Institute that I can apply to my classroom teaching this very year.”
For more information on the American History Teachers Institute, contact Ken Webster at 850-8025.
