WCSD Social Studies Teachers Present at National Conference

The National Council for Social Studies held their national conference in Chicago this past November. In attendance were over 4,200 social studies teachers from the United States. Three high school teachers from WCSD, Tami Curley, Colleen Currie, and Susan Davis were accepted as presenters for this national conference. Tami Curley, Sparks High School, presentation topic was Electronic Citizenship Portfolios. Mrs. Curley showed participants how they could use the electronic portfolios as an authentic assessment tool in the American Government classroom. Colleen Currie, McQueen High School, presented with a panel of Peace Corps volunteers and spoke about the impact of their experience on their teaching and curriculum development. Mrs. Currie also taught a session entitled From Cuba to Canada: Econ 101 in the Western Hemisphere where she taught teachers how to review major economic systems and students would then create a skit to show their understanding. Susan Davis, Wooster High School, presentation was entitled The Power of a Song. Mrs. Davis collaborated with Dr. Kathy Obenchain from UNR and their session introduced the theory and practice of using music to teach social transformation in post-WWII America. The presentations given can be found on the 2003 NCSS Presentations page of the TAHP website, under the Resources menu. http://www.washoe.k12.nv.us/americanhistory/secondary/
Mrs. Curley, Mrs. Currie, and Mrs. Davis have been participants for the past two years of the Teaching American History Project. The TAHP has provided professional development opportunities that inspired them to participate in this national conference. 
