Washoe schools get federal grant for history education
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Washoe County schools received a three-year, $978,152 federal grant Thursday to enhance American history education, which officials say will better prepare schools for the subject’s inclusion on standardized tests.

U.S. Rep. Jim Gibbons, R-Reno, and officials from the U.S. Department of Education presented the check to local officials during a ceremony during Kathryn Sewell’s American government summer school class at Sparks High School. 

“I think it’ll be good because kids will get more of an education, but only if they want to learn,” said Victor Iglesias, 16, a Sparks High student.

School district area coordinator Charlene Sigala said the grant money is used mostly for training seminars for secondary school teachers that focus on techniques, such as finding the most interesting and effective ways to instruct students with varied abilities, as well as teachers’ graduate courses.

The district first received the grant in 2001 and renewal was approved this year. The grant program is funded under the No Child Left Behind Act in preparation for history to be added to standardized tests in 2008. In 2005, science will be added to test subjects such as reading, writing and math.

The grant money has allowed Sewell to attend seminars where she was able to get electronic connections to the U.S. National Archives & Records Administration and the Library of Congress, and also attend sessions on various time periods in history. 

For example, Sewell said she got military draft numbers used in Vietnam and passed them out to her students, so they could see how the process worked.
