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EDUCATION FORUM

André DeLeon of the
Nevada Department of
Education will coordinate
the selections for the
2012 National Science
Camp. The monthlong
experience includes
lectures and hands-on
research projects.

Two high school sen-
iors will receive full
scholarships to exchange
ideas with scientists and
other professionals from
the academic and corpo-
rate worlds.

To apply for the schol-
arship, write DeLeon at
the Nevada Department
of Education, 700 E. Fifth
St., Carson City, NV
89701 byMarch 16. For
more information, call
775-687-9184 or email
adeleon@doe.nv.us

Aviationprogram
flies at HighDesert

The High Desert Mon-
tessori School will stage
an enrichment event for
its students from 3:30 to
5:30 p.m. Thursday de-
signed to teach them the
basic concepts of avia-
tion, aircraft technology
and the science of flying
through remote-con-
trolled helicopter.

The students will hold
a mock search-and-res-
cue mission under the
scrutiny of pilots and
members of the commu-
nity and the Washoe
County School District
Board of Trustees.

Collegepresident
offers fireside chat

Lynn Gillette, presi-
dent of Sierra Nevada
College, will talk about
what’s new and the fu-
ture of the school as the
guest at the next Fireside
Chat in the Tahoe Center
for Environmental Sci-
ences on the college cam-
pus. The chat, co-spon-
sored by Sierra Nevada
College and IVGID Sen-
ior Programs, takes place
from 7 to 9 p.m. March 1.

Gillette has served as
the executive vice presi-

dent and provost at the
college for the past four
years, overseeing all
academic departments as
well as the registrar’s
office, financial aid, in-
formation technology,
admissions, student af-
fairs, food services, li-
brary and academic sup-
port services.

Former deputy chief
eyes trustee seat

Dale Richardson, a
retired police adminis-
trator for the Washoe
County School District,
has announced he will
run for Washoe County
School
District
Board of
Trustees
repre-
senting
District A,
the seat
being va-
cated by
Dan Carne
because of
term limits.

“The school district
must involve the parents,
students and the commu-
nity with open and honest
discussions about our
educational system,” he
said.

Richardson recently
retired as deputy chief of
school police, for which
he was in charge of ad-
ministering a $4.1million
annual budget. He has
more than 23 years of
experience in law en-
forcement and serving
the community.

Deadline for prepaid
tuition program

Tuesday is the dead-
line for the 2012 open
enrollment for the Neva-
da Prepaid Tuition pro-
gram. The program en-
ables Nevada parents to
lock in future college
tuition rates at today’s
prices. For more infor-
mation, go to
https://nvprepaid.gov or
call, toll free, 888-477-
2667.

SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS

National Science Camp
scholarships available

Dale
Richardson

Everyone knows by now that Heath Morrison,
Washoe County School District’s superintendent, has
won the American Association of School Adminis-
trators’ National Superintendent of the Year. This is
a well-deserved honor for him and to our more than
7,400 employees who have helped make our district
what it is today and what it will be
tomorrow. I was president of the
Board of Trustees when we hired
Heath, and wemade it clear that we
wanted our district to take the leap to
the next level — from good to great. To
accomplish this, Heath has been a
relentless worker, and so have those
who work at the district and school
levels. Great does not happen through theory alone
but through many, many long hours. The sacrifices
of our employees cannot be understated.

Heath has brought innovation and accountability,
making changes where needed and building on what
was already here. Every department, school and
program has been looked at, and there have been
changes at each— someminor, somemajor. Change
is not easy, but as Nobel laureate Andre Gide said,
“Man cannot discover new oceans unless he has the
courage to lose sight of the shore.”

It took courage for the Board of Trustees to hire
Heath. We felt pressure frommany sides, including
some who did not want change. It takes courage for
Heath to implement reforms, and it takes courage
for our employees to step out of their comfort zones.

It has not yet been three full years since we hired
Heath, and I often think of us as on a space shuttle
shooting for the stars. Heath is our rocket boosters.
Rocket boosters provide 83 percent of liftoff thrust
and power the shuttle to 42 miles above the earth’s
surface before separation. Sitting in the shuttle,
your emotions alternate between fear and excite-
ment. However, you know you are going on an ad-
venture where few have gone before. There’s a
chance wemay not make it because it is very diffi-
cult for urban school districts to turn around, but as
Wayne Gretzky says, “You miss 100 percent of the
shots you never take.”

I am so glad we are on this journey. There is noth-
ing more important to us, our students, their fam-
ilies and our community than to have “every child,
by name and face, to graduation.” I believe we can
reach this goal. Thank you, Heath, for giving our
school district a shot at great.

Barbara Clark is a member of the Washoe County
School District Board of Trustees.
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Honor shows Morrison is a spark for change

BARBARA
CLARK

Cindy Fite-Fuhrman
775-843-2022

cindysellsnevada@yahoo.com
LLB for HUD Owned Homes

Property Manager
E-Agent Certified • SFR Certified

Visit HUDHomestore.comVVisViVisVisVisVVVVisisiVisssiVisiiiissiisisiiiVV s t HUt HUt HUt Ht HUt HUHUt HUHUt HUt HUHUtttt UUDHomDHomDHomDHomDHomDHomDHoDHomDHomDHomDHomDHommestoestoestoeeestoesestostotoeststoototttstee re.cre.cre.cre.cre.re.re.cre.cre.cre.ce.cre omomomomomomomommmommomommmmmmm

HUD SPECIALIST

RJ
-0
00
04
08
34
5

RJ-0000408923

NOW THROUGH SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26
No double discounts. Additional charges may apply.

It’s Haircutpalooza...the haircut event of the year.
This stand-out blowout ends Sunday, so get in now!

CHOOSE YOUR SALON:
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