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WCSD Call for Reform

Board of Trustees:
Collaboration, Courage and Leadership




Opportunlty for Change




2008 -2013

WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
MISSION STATEMENT

The Washoe County School District provides each student
the opportunity to achieve his or her potential through a superior education
in a safe and challenging environment in order to develop responsible and
productive citizens for our diverse and rapidly changing community.

While Maintaining Rigorous Academic Standards,
Every Child in the District Will Graduate
Career and/or College Ready

- : Continuously Improve
Building Human Capital Building Community Capital Facilities and Saug)por[t) Services
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Investing In Our Future
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Every Child, By Name And Face, To Graduation
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A Communications Transformation........

Ordered an Audit of the Washoe County School District
Communications Department in 2009
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Terry Abbott, Chairman, Drive West Communications

Review of Washoe County School District Communications
October 3, 2009
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Grad rates
soaring in
Washoe
County

By Michael Martinez
mmartiner@egl.com

Washoe County's high school
graduation rate climbed to
70 percent in 2011, 7 percent
higher than the previous year
and soaring 14 percent in two
years, district officials will an-
nounce today.

The national high school
graduation rate is about 72
percent.

District’s chicf accountabil-
ity officer Paul LaMarca said
that staff was still working late
afternoon Tuesday to finalize
numbers for all subgroups.
The information will be re-
vealed today at a news confer-
ence at Sparks High School.

LaMarca said the increase
of 7 percent from the previ-
0US year was a surprise, more
significant than the identical
increase the previous year and
also exceeded the target the
district had set for the 2011
graduation class.

“In the first vear. it was eas-

IF YOU GO

Officials of Washoe County
Sthool District will discuss the
district’s 2011 graduation rate.

When: 10a.m. today

Where: Sparks High School, 850
15th St., Sparks

ier to get a seven-point jump
because there were fewer stu-
dents that had been graduat-
ing," LaMarca said. “To repeat
in 2011 is really outstanding "
Nevada has consistently
ranked at the bottom of na-
tional rankings, pulled down
by low graduation rates in
Clark County. Improving pub-
lic education has been a widely
targeted fix for the state's
struggling economy.
LaMarca said that last
year the district more closely
tracked student performance.
LaMarca attributed the im-

See GRAD RATES, 6A »

Communications: A Strategic Priori

NEWSRELEASE
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Every Chit, By Name And Face,To Graduation

GraduationRate
Improves for
Second Year in
Row
WCSD Launchse
3'd Annual Door
to Door for
Student
Achievement
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A Communications Transformation .......

School District

Two Yeardfter the Audit:
We are proactive, creating our owrositive newsand
activelyengaging the communityn conversations about
education. These efforts have led to national recognition.

Terry Abbott
; £ If you want to know a school district that is doing a great job
lé with communications, check out Supt. Heath Morrison’s team

in Washoe Co NV
28 Mar

.




Communications: A Strategic Priority.....

A Lead Through Yourision Missionand CoreBeliefs
A BeProactive

A Facilitate Effectiv@wo-\Way Conversations

A Belnnovativeat Every Turn




What Does the Publi€are About?

Academic
Achievement

Areall children
learning at
high levels?
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What Does the Public Care About?.....

Safety

More than
anythingelse, the
public cares
about safety.
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What Does the Public Care About?.....

Taking Care
of
¢l ELJ &
Money
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Lead Through Youyrision Mission
and Core Beliefs

Our Vision, Mission And

Envision WCSD 2015 Core Beliefs

Vision _ ——

L]
n As a courageous, innovative leader in education,

I lve S I I l I l l I r l l l | re Washoe County School District will be one of the
Ll nation’s top performing school districts, graduating

all students college and/or highly-skilled
career ready.

All students will graduate g

To create an education system where all students
achieve academic success, develop personal and
civic responsibility, and achieve career and college

ready for college and EEE=E==

Core Beliefs

We believe

highly-skilled careers pREerrr—

The achievement gap will be eliminated by
ensuring every student is challenged to learn at,
or above, grade level.

Effective teachers and principals, dedicated
support staff, rigorous curriculum, measurable
outcomes, ongoing monitoring and assessment,
collaboration, professional development, and a
culture of continuous improvement will ensure
classroom success for all students.

Superior performance will be achieved through
clear goals that set high expectations and
standards for all students and employees.

Family, school, and community engagement
will be required for student academic success.

Leadership and passion, together with
accountability and transparency, will be keys
to reform and success.




Lead Through Youyrision Mission
and Core Beliefs

You are IN the news businegso make news!

A Academic stories aboun-! —
Tell the stories you want [&
to tell. =<

As52yQu Al P
to put out the test scores |
and then react to that.

A Frame the story before
the media frames It.
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Washoe County School District - Assessment

Criterion Referenced Test

Grade IGradE -3 "I Subject |Mathematics;| Report ICRT Results - Detailed View =

m Generate PDF

For more information about assessment in Nevada, click here.

CRT - Grade 3
Annual Measurable Objective (AMO): 65.9%0

Mathematics
Number Hot % Above 1 2 3 a
Enrollad Tested AMD

State Graph 1 Graph 2 33,324 0.2% 3.5% 10.2%0 20.32%0 31.9%0 37.5%
Male 17,086 0.2% 3.8% 11.1%0 19.20%0 30.7%0 39.0%
Female 16,228 0.2% 3.2% 9.5% 21.5%0 33.1%0 26.0%
American Indian/Alaskan Native 370 0.0% -10.5% 17.6% 27.0% 33.8% 21.6%
Asian 1,945 0.2%0 17.9%0 3.5%0 12.8%0 27.6%0 56.2%0
Hispanic 13,824 0.2% -2.7%0 12.5%0 24.30%0 33.0%0 30. 2%
Black/African American 3,113 0.5% -16.7%0 21.7%0 29.1%0 20.6%0 18.6%0
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Every Child, By Name And Face, To Graduation

TestScores Improve for Second Consecutive Year
AYP Results Remain Consistent

Reno, NV (Aug. 15, 201¢ Washoe County School District students showed marked improvement in
achievement in 2011 based on statewide standardized test scores. For the second year in a row, the
District demonstrated significant gains in mathematics at the elementary and middle school levels
every grade measured by the state test¥ (38" grades) showing improved scores in 2011. Additionall
the District as a whole posted gains on the eighth grade writing test.

SOSNE SRdzOF U2NJ AYy 2 aKz2S [/ 2dzyued aLU Aa&d SEOAUAY3I
School District. When we started down our reform pathway, we said we needed to make improvements

immediately to put our students on a road to success for their future. The increase in test scores shows we

are serious about this commitment, and we will continue to move forward with our reforms so that eyery
aAy3afS OKAfR INFYRdzZ 1S&a 6A0GK GKS ailjAatfta +FryR (Y26t SR3S

District leaders say they are particularly encouraged by the progress in one subject area that had been
under close observation. Math performance in the eighth grade was substantially greater in 2011 than in
2010 with District math scores growing eight percentage points. Eighth grade math scores in every student
subgroup based on race, poverty, language, and special education showed significant growth as well

-more-




EDUCATION

MATH:
GRADE 3
2007:
Percent at

or above
proficient

Sparks school has shown dramatic academ

By Michael Martinez
mmartincz@rgi.com

‘Washoe County School District read-
ing and math test scores in the third-
through eighth-grades over-
all made substantial gains = THE

The most recent state
standardized test scores, ™ YEA
known as CRTs, also showed
that subgroups, such as Hispanic and
black students, made gains and started
to close the achievement gap in aca-
demic proficiency.

Overall, there was substantial im-
provement, including:

» 80 percent of the districts schools
improved in reading.

» 86 percent of schools improved in

math,
» Many schools had double-digit
gains.
» The district outperformed the state
Ao e

TIM DUNNIRG)

Katherine Dunn Elementary School principal Marla Menteberry, right, chats
Thursday with kindergarten teacher Susan Skinner in Skinner’s classroom. The

ic improvement.

County reading, math performance
rises above the statewide average;
minority achievement gap narrows

additional support, and our schools em-

braced ¢ challange and stepped up,”

district Deputy Superintendent Pedro
Martinez said.

District officials said they

want the new strategic plan,

last year, rising in many % unveiled Wednesday at
rades by double digits and °‘ N EW Katherine Dunn Elementary
eating the state average. S SCHOOL School, to build on the im-

proved test scores and said
R they are striving to duplicate
the turnaround at Dunn.

Dunn, which went from a needs-im-
provement rating two years ago to an
exemplary-turnaround status, accord-
ing to the adequate yearly progress re-
port required by No Child Left Behind,
was among the highest-performing el-
ementary schools in both reading and
math. Scores exceeded the district av-
erage.

As the district enters the traditional
school year that starts Aug. 30, the new
strategic plan will raise expectations for
success, uperintendent Heath Morri-

MATH:
GRADE 3

2010:
Percent at

proficient

Washoe County
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Lead Through Youyrision Mission
and Core Beliefs

You are IN the news busines
C SO make news!

A Announce your graduation
rates.

A Put together a news
conference/rally to announce
your own graduation rates and
test scores as soon as the
Information is available.
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GraduationRate Improves for Second Year in a Row

WCSD Launche% 2nnual Door to Door for Student Achievement

Reno, NV (Sept. 14,2014) FUSNJ I RN} YFGA O AYONBIFAS AY HAMI
have paid off again with significant improvement for the second year in a row with the Class of 2011
RNAGAY3I (GKS 5AAGNROGQa ANIRdzr A2y NYXYaGsS G2 1on
WCSD released the 20P011 graduation data at a news conference on Wednesday and detailed its
upcoming campaign to further improve the graduation rate.

2 A0K GKS aSO2yR 0O2yaSOdziagdgsS @SN 2F AYLINRGSY
points in the tweyear period from 56 percent to 70 percent. This comes after ayear period (2006
2009) when the graduation rate remained stagnant between 55 and 57 percent.

G2S INBE NBYINJFIofteée LINPdzZR 2F GKS AYLINR@GSYSyia
{dzZLISNAYGSYRSYyd 1 SFGK a2NNRA2Y alFAR® G¢KS NBO
O2yaSOdziA@®S &@SFNBR SLIAG2YAT Sa 2dzNJ O2YYAlYSyi
ANJ Rdzr 6A2y ®Q ¢KS RSRAOFGAZ2Y 2F 2dzNJ 1S OKSNE X

commendable and it is the reason for this accomplishrdent

Morrison provided additional details about the graduation data at the news conference. The data

represents the fouyear cohort rate, which calculates the graduation rate based on following students

who started ninth grade in 2008 and who graduated four years later in 2011.
-more-
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Grad rates
soaring in
Washoe
County

By Michael Martinez
mmartinez@vgj.com

Washoe County's high school
graduation rate climbed to
70 percent in 2011, 7 percent
higher than the previous year
and soaring 14 percent in two
years, district officials will an-
nounce today.

The national high school
graduation rate is about 72
percent.

District’s chicf accountabil-
ity officer Paul LaMarca said
that staff was still working late
afternoon Tuesday to finalize
numbers for all subgroups.
The information will be re-
vealed today at a news confer-
ence at Sparks High School.

LaMarca said the increase
of 7 percent from the previ-
OUS year was a Surprise, more
significant than the identical
increase the previous year and
also exceeded the target the
district had set for the 2011
graduation class.

“In the first vear. it was eas-

IF YOU GO

Officials of Washoe County
School District will discuss the
district’s 2011 graduation rate.
When: 10 a.m. today

Where: Sparks High School, 850
15th St., Sparks

ier to get a seven-point jump
because there were fewer stu-
dents that had been graduat-
ing,” LaMarca said. “To repeat
in 2011 is really outstanding ™
Nevada has consistently
ranked at the bottom of na-
tional rankings, pulled down
by low graduation rates in
Clark County. Improving pub-
lic education has been awidely
targeted fix for the state's
struggling economy.
LaMarca said that last
vear the district more closely
tracked student performance.
LaMarea attributed the im-
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Lead Through Youyrision Mission
and Core Beliefs
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18 Days 10 Hours 42 Minutes
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Celebrated Student Achievement by
HighlightingSuccess Stories of
GraduatingSeniors
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Wooster Teen Seeks a Better
Future for Two

Student: Evelyn Vazquez
School: Wooster High School

Most teen mothers have a difficult
time keeping up with their
academics as they find ways to
care for their child. But for Wooster
High School senior Evelyn Vazquez,
17, she knew she would miss out
on many other opportunities in life
unless she assumed personal
responsibility for her education.

‘| didn't see why | should drop out”

Evelyn said.

Evelyn became pregnant as a sophomore and gave birth to her daughter, Nayeli, in June 2010. Already
struggling in school, she worried about how to complete her remaining two years while learning how to be a
mother.

Her counselor, David Erickson, referred her to the Washoe County School District's Cyesis program at
Washoe High School. Pregnant students are offered assistance and guidance to continue their studies
Students interested in taking Cyesis have to apply and are only accepted if there's availability for them.

“At Cyesis, they work around doctor's appointments and students can get on Plato if they have morning
sickness,” Erickson said. “Students get make-up time.”

At her first chance, Evelyn returned to Wooster to finish her academics and take partin the school's social
activities as she was able. She looks forward to graduating with friends whom she says have been very
supportive of her.

“One of Evelyn's strengths is she has a very engaging personality,” Erickson said. “It's an enormous
challenge going to school and going through the first time having a baby. Lots of students might stay home

Y
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Galena Graduate Takes Can-Do
Attitude to the Finish Line

Student: Aaron Palacio
School: Galena High School

Eighteen-year-old Aaron Palacio
began discovering a different future
for himself once he entered his
senior year. He made up for a failed
English credit from his previous
high school years at Galena High
School and enrolled in an Advanced
Placement class in which he found
a group of peers who encouraged
him to do better.

“When | was new at Galena, | failed my classes,” Aaron said. “I didn't know how to get organized. But |

realized | wanted to get my diploma.”

As a student at Pine Middle School before coming to Galena, Aaron said when he didn’t understand the work,
he didn't ask for help. But that habit changed in high school. He passed all his state proficiency exams and
over time, according to his counselor, Joseph Stuart, his attitude changed and he developed better study

habits

“I want to be a certified mechanic,” Aaron said. “When | was little, | used to help my dad on his truck and used

to repair trailers in Mexico.”

Stuart said taking a Plato class and the first semester of AP American government helped him get caught up
in his credits. He now prepares to go on to Truckee Meadows Community College so he can study

automotive and receive his certification.

‘I feel good about it,” he said. “Who wouldn't want to graduate? I'd just say keep trying.”

Stuart said he's seen Aaron transform from someone who never applied himself academically to

understanding how important itis to get his diploma.

“He always had the ability to go on to higher education, but | think the light finally came on and he sees a

better future for himselfthat he has the ability to pursue,” Stuart said.
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