
Building Strong Partnerships
with Families



• Beliefs

• Practices

• Tips & Tools

What Are We Going to Talk About?



Thinking back to August….

• Reflect on your ‘Best Practices’ Plan

• Has anything changed in the way you 
engage and partner with families at your 
school site?



Lopsided vs. Mutual Relationships
Topic Lopsided 

Relationships
Mutual 

Relationships

Academic Support “Have your children follow my 
directions about their homework 
and other assignments”

“Here are some ways to monitor 
your children’s homework and build 
their skills.  Tell us what else you do 
to help your children.”

Parent Support “Train your children to respect and 
obey school staff at all times.”

“Let’s work together to develop a 
code of conduct  and promote
appropriate behavior.”

Status “We are the professionals, don’t 
question our decisions.”  

“Share your knowledge, skills and 
culture with our students.  Please 
let us know when you can come to 
class.”

Participation “Parents are welcome at school 
during designated times and 
events.”

“You are welcome anytime! Please 
let us know what you want to know 
more about and when you can 
come to workshops and other 
activities that interest you.”



Research 
Based Best 
Practices

Build 
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Assessments & 
Monitor their 

Child’s Progress

Help Families 
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Staff
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Training, 
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A Model of Family Engagement 
Research-based Best Practices





Resources…



Questions?

¿Preguntas?


