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Parent Involvement Council Assessment

Principal Survey

Dear principal,

Thank you for participating in the Parent Involvement Council's assessment process by filling out this online survey. The purpose of this assessment is to gather more detailed information from each school about what is currently offered related to parent involvement, what each school's unique needs are, and your perceptions of parent involvement and the Washoe County School District's Parent Involvement Initiative Strategic Plan. For more information related to the WCSD's strategic plan, please visit the following WCSD link: http://www.washoe.k12.nv.us/parents/parentinvolve/parentinvolvementstrategicplan.html
While these data are being collected by the school district, they are being analyzed and reported by the Center for Program Evaluation at the University of Nevada, Reno. No individual responses will be made public and all responses will be kept confidential. If you have questions specific to this survey or any technical problems, please contact Elizabeth Christiansen at 784-4432. Your honest responses are appreciated and will provide us with the best information to understand schools' needs related to parent involvement.

Thank you!

The Parent Involvement Council Assessment Committee (PIC AC)

[Note: This survey was administered online. Separate versions were created for Elementary School and Middle/High School Principals. All questions are shown below. Questions only on the Elementary version are designated with ES while those only on the Middle/High version are designated with MS/HS.]

REQUIRED: School Name: [drop-down list based on above selection]
School Resource Checklist 
For each item below, please select "1" for yes or "2" for no to indicate whether or not your school offers the following parent-related events, activities, services, etc. If you are uncertain about an item, please select "3" (don't know). 
	1. REQUIRED: School Name: [drop-down list]
	
	
	

	2. Our school has a Parent Involvement Facilitator (PIF) or Parent Involvement Coordinator
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	3. Our school provides each student with a personal planner that serves as a daily form of communication between school and home
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know


	4. Our newsletter provides information on parenting skills
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know
	Our school doesn’t have a newsletter.

	5. Our newsletter provides information on helping children with homework
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know
	Our school doesn’t have a newsletter.


	6. Bilingual faculty and staff are available to facilitate communication between the school and non-English-speaking parents
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	7. (ES) Our school has classroom newsletters sent home to parents
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	8. Most teachers send home notes to all parents regularly to inform them of their child(ren)’s academic progress
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	9. Most teachers send home notes to all parents regularly to inform them of their child(ren)’s behavior
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	10. School calendars are sent to parents
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	11. Our school implements a “411” phone system, Connect-ED phone system, or similar system
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	12. Staff conduct home visits to parents to communicate with parents
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	13. Our school maintains an updated web site with information relevant to parents
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	14. Our school provides Parent Information packets
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	15. In general, school staff and parents use email to communicate
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	16. Our school provides information on standardized testing (including criterion- and norm-referenced tests) to parents
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know


17. Approximately what percentage of your Family Learning Nights, parent meetings, and other events in which parents are invited have a non-English speaking interpreter available? 
0-20%
21-40%
41-60%
61-80%
81-100%

	18. Do faculty and staff at your school know how to find interpreters when needed?
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know


19. For what languages does your school need interpreters? _______________________
	20. (ES) Our school has a Literacy Program for parents (such as Family Literacy Experience (FLITE)), to assist their child(ren) with reading and writing
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	21. Our school teachers parents about WCSD Grade Level or Academic Standards to parents
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	22. (ES) Our school has a Math Program for parents (such as Math and Parent Partnerships (MAPPS)) to assist their child(ren) with math skills
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	23. (ES) Our school has a Math Night
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	24. (ES) Our school has a Science Night
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	25. (ES) Our school has a Family Book Exchange
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	26. (ES) Our school has a Parent Reading Club
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	27. Our school has a Homework Club
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	28. Our school has an Art Night
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	29. (ES) Our school allows parents to check out Leap Pads or other materials to help with math and literacy at home
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	30. Our school has a science fair in which parents are encouraged to participate
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	31. (ES) Our school has a Read to Succeed program
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	32. Our school has a Parent Organization such as Parent Faculty Organization, Parent Teacher Association, Parent Teacher Organization
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	33. Our school invites parents to participate in school committees related to school planning and business
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	34. Parents are involved in the leadership at our school
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	35. Parents are involved in making budget-related decisions
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	36. Parents are involved in school-site planning and development
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	37. Parents are involved in staff-related issues, such as hiring new staff
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	38. Our school offers regular social events for parents and children
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	39. Parent meetings such as “Second Cup of Coffee,” “Koffee Klatch,” “Morning Mugs” are offered at our school
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	40. Our school hosts Family Learning Nights on a regular basis 
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	41. Our school links ALL family events to learning
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	42. Our school has a Multicultural Night
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	43. Our school has a “Bring Dad/Mom/Special Person to School Day”
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	44. Our school has an annual Back-to-School night
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	45. Parents are involved in numerous fund raisers for the school
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	46. Parents are encouraged to come into the classroom and observe
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	47. Our school conducts a new parent orientation program
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	48. Our school keeps a log of parent volunteer hours
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	49. Our school asks parents to complete a survey or form regarding what they would be interested in doing as a volunteer
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know


	50. Our school uses this information to recruit volunteers
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know
	Our school does not survey parents


	51. We have a volunteer recognition celebration for parents
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	52. Our school provides training to parents who want to volunteer
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	53. Our school provides training to teachers and other staff who want to work with parent volunteers
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	54. Our school offers workshops on Bullying
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	55. Our school offers workshops on Gangs
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	56. Our school offers workshops on Getting Organized
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	57. Our parents sign a Safety Pledge for the school
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	58. Our school offers computer courses for parents
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	59. Our school offers English as a Second Language courses for parents
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	60. (ES) Our school has a COW/CALF bus
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	61. Our school provides workshops, seminars, or other trainings on parenting skills
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	62. Local businesses and other organizations participate in events or meetings that support parent involvement
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	63. Our school provides assistance to low-income families through coat drives, holiday food donations, computer drives, or other types of family assistance
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	64. Our school allows parents to use computers at the school
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	65. Our school offers cultural awareness training for teachers and staff
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	66. Has your school received the “Family Friendly Packet?”
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	67. Has your school used the “Family Friendly Packet?”
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know


	68. (MS/HS) Our school provides a community resource list to parents, including information related to planned parenthood, drug screening, health, etc. 
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	69. (MS/HS)Our school provides parents with a list of educational resources available in the community, such as where to find tutors, etc.
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	70. (MS/HS)Our school has a process to facilitate parents with the transition between middle and high school
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	71. (MS/HS)Our school provides information to parents on post-high school educational options
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	72. (MS/HS)Our school provides information to parents about financial aid for post-high school education (such as FAFSA, scholarships, etc.) 
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	73. (MS/HS)Our school provides information to parents about what courses students should take to prepare for post-high school education
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	74. (MS/HS)Our school uses EdLine
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	75. (MS/HS)Our school insures that parents sign and return the Education Involvement Accord form prescribed by the NDOE
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	76. (MS/HS) Our school uses the tip sheet provided by the WCSD to communicate the intent of the Accord in a meaningful way
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know

	77. (MS/HS) Our school offers through Parent School Partnership program through the Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund (MALDEF)
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know


78. What proportion of your teachers do you feel communicate effectively with parents at your school? 

	0-20%
	21-40%
	41-60%
	61-80%
	81-100%


79. What proportion of your non-teaching staff do you feel communicate effectively with parents at your school? 

	0-20%
	21-40%
	41-60%
	61-80%
	81-100%


80. What proportion of your budget is allocated to parent involvement initiatives or activities? 

	0%
	1-5%
	6-10%
	11-15%
	16-20%
	21-25%
	25%+


81. Overall, what is the greatest barrier for your school to increase parent involvement? 

a. Lack of time


b. Lack of money


c. Lack of staff knowledge


d. Poor staff attitude


e. Lack of parent volunteers


f. Communication with staff regarding Parent Involvement


g. Communication with parents


h. Parents are not interested


i. Parents’ work schedules and other events prevent them from participating


j. Parents do not know how they can support learning at home


k. Other, please specify: ______________________

82. Overall, what is the greatest strength for your school currently has to increase parent involvement? 

a. Sufficient time


b. Sufficient money


c. Sufficient knowledge


d. Positive staff attitude


e. Sufficient parent volunteers


f. Communication with staff regarding Parent Involvement


g. Communication with parents


h. Parents are interested


i. Parents’ work schedules and other events allow them to participate

j. Parents know how they can support learning at home


k. Other, please specify: ______________________

83. What does your school do to meet parents’ needs to encourage their involvement? (mark all that apply)


a. Hold meetings and events at different times of day


b. Hold meetings and events at different locations


c. Provide translation and/or interpretation services


d. Provide child care


e. Nothing that I can think of


f. Other, please specify: __________________________________

84.  To what extent do you believe parent involvement is important in your school? 

Not at all important
 
A little
bit important 

Important
Extremely important

85. What contribution do you think parent involvement makes to a child’s academic success? 

None

 A small amount
A moderate amount

A major contribution


86. At your school, what rating would you give to the current level of parent involvement?


Very low 

Low

High


Very high 

87. What level of priority would you place on increasing parent involvement in your school? 

Not at all a priority 
A low priority

A moderate priority
A high priority

88. How much do you think you as a school administrator would benefit from professional development specific to parental involvement?
Not at all 

A little

Some

A great deal

89. How much do you think the staff at your school would benefit from professional development specific to parental involvement?

Not at all 

A little

Some

A great deal

90. In the past school year, what specific changes have you made to increase parent involvement at your school? (mark all that apply)

___ I link parent events and meetings to learning to increase academic achievement

___ I provide professional development opportunities around parent involvement to staff

___ I allocate money in the school budget to parent involvement

___ I dedicate staff time to parent involvement
___ Nothing I can think of
___ Other, please specify: _________________________

91. How do you assess your school’s efforts to increase parent involvement?

92. What is your vision for improving parent involvement at your school?

93. What resources and assistance do you need to achieve your vision?

94. Was this survey useful in helping you think about parent involvement at your school? 


Not at all
A little

Some

A great deal
95. Do you have any additional comments or thoughts about Parent Involvement that you would like to share with us? 
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