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Parent Involvement Council Needs Assessment

Staff Survey
Dear teachers and school staff,

Thank you for participating in the Parent Involvement Council's assessment process by filling out this online survey. The purpose of this assessment is to gather more detailed information from each school about what is currently offered related to parent involvement, what each schools' unique needs are, and your perceptions of parent involvement and the Washoe County School District's Parent Involvement Initiative Strategic Plan. For more information related to the WCSD's strategic plan, please visit the following WCSD link: http://www.washoe.k12.nv.us/parents/parentinvolve/parentinvolvementstrategicplan.html
Please indicate how well you feel your school is implementing each of these strategies at this time by checking the response for each statement that closest represents how you feel. 

While these data are being collected by the school district, they are being analyzed and reported by the Center for Program Evaluation at the University of Nevada, Reno. No individual responses will be made public and all responses will be kept confidential. If you have questions specific to this survey or any technical problems, please contact Elizabeth Christiansen at (775) 784-4432. Your honest responses are appreciated and will provide us with the best information to understand school's needs related to parent involvement.

Thank you!

The Parent Involvement Council Assessment Committee (PIC AC)

[Note: This survey was administered online.]

School Type: Elementary
Middle

High

School Name: [drop-down list]
Grade or Grades: K-12 (select all that apply)

Are you: Certified or Classified Staff?
Please indicate how you feel your school is doing at this time by circling the number for each statement that closest represents how you feel.

	1. Communicating: Communication between home and school is regular, two-way, and meaningful. 

	How well does your school…
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent

	1a. provide information to parents in a variety of ways (i.e., newsletter, e-mail, home visits, phone calls)?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	1b. provide all information in the parent’s native language and at an appropriate literacy level?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	1c. disseminate information on topics such as school reforms, policies, discipline procedures, assessment tools, and school grades?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	1d. provide staff development regarding effective communication techniques and the importance of regular, two-way communication between the school and the family?
	0
	1
	2
	3


	2. Parenting: Parenting skills are promoted and supported.

	How well does your school…
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent

	2a. communicate the importance of positive relationships between parents and their children?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	2b. link parents to family support services and resources in the community?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	2c. provide a central location where parents/families have easy access to information and resources on parenting?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	2d. offer workshops, seminars, or trainings on parenting skills? 
	0
	1
	2
	3

	2e. provide staff development regarding the promotion of parenting skills? 
	0
	1
	2
	3


	3. Student Learning: Parents play an integral role in assisting student learning.

	How well does your school…
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent

	3a. provide clear information regarding the expectations for students in each subject at each grade level?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	3b. provide clear information regarding student placement, student services, and optional programs?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	3c. assist parents in understanding how students can improve skills, get help when needed, meet class expectations, and perform well on assessments?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	3d. provide opportunities for staff members to learn about successful approaches to engaging parents in their child’s learning? 
	0
	1
	2
	3

	3e. explain and discuss students’ results from assessments like the CRTs with parents, and share ways to improve students’ scores? 
	0
	1
	2
	3


	4. Volunteering: Parents are welcome in the school, and their support and assistance are sought.

	How well does your school…
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent

	4a. survey parents regarding their interests, talents, and availability to volunteer?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	4b. maintain a system for contacting parents to volunteer throughout the school year?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	4c. educate and assist teachers to effectively use volunteer resources?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	4d. match volunteer activities to volunteer interests and abilities
	0
	1
	2
	3


	5. School Decision Making and Advocacy: Parents are full partners in the decisions that affect children and families.

	How well does your school…
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent

	5a. provide workshops for parents that teach them to influence decisions, raise issues or concerns, and resolve problems at the school?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	5b. encourage the formation or activities of PTAs or other parent groups that respond to issues of interest to parents?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	5c. include and give equal representation to parents on decision-making and advisory committees?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	5d. provide training for staff and parents in how to be collaborative partners and share decision-making in areas such as policy, curriculum, budget, school reform, safety, hiring personnel, and other personnel issues?
	0
	1
	2
	3


	6. Collaborating with Community: Community resources are used to strengthen schools, families, and student learning.

	How well does your school…
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent

	6a. distribute to staff and parents information on community resources that serve the cultural, recreational, academic, health, social, and other needs of families within the community?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	6b. develop partnerships with local business, community organizations, and service groups to advance student learning and assist schools and families?
	0
	1
	2
	3

	6c. collaborate with community agencies to provide family support services and adult learning opportunities, enabling parents to more fully participate in activities that support education? 
	0
	1
	2
	3

	6d. provide staff development on establishing community partners and using community resources? 
	0
	1
	2
	3


7. How does your school do at making parents feel welcome?

	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent


8. How much do you think you would benefit from professional development specific to parental involvement?

	Not at all
	A little
	Some
	A great deal


9. In professional learning community meetings, how frequently do you talk about parental involvement as a strategy for improving student academic achievement? 

	Never
	Infrequently
	Frequently
	Very frequently


Barriers and Supports 
10. Overall, what is the greatest barrier for your school to increase parent involvement? 

a. Lack of time

b. Lack of money

c. Lack of staff knowledge

d. Poor staff attitude


e. Lack of parent volunteers


f. Communication with staff regarding Parent Involvement


g. Communication with parents

h. Parents are not interested


i. Parents’ work schedules and other events prevent them from participating


j. Other, please specify: ______________________
11. Which of the following is the single greatest resource, support or facilitator to increasing parent involvement at your school?
a. Sufficient time

b. Sufficient money

c. Sufficient staff knowledge

d. Positive staff attitude


e. Sufficient Parent volunteers


f. Communication with staff regarding Parent Involvement


g. Communication with parents

h. Parents are interested


i. Parents’ work schedules and other events allow them to participate


j. Other, please specify: ______________________
12. What does your school do to meet parents’ needs to encourage their involvement? (mark all that apply)


a. Hold meetings and events at different times of day


b. Hold meetings and events at different locations


c. Provide translation and/or interpretation services


d. Provide child care


e. Nothing that I can think of


f. Other: __________________________________

13. Does your school have a Parent Involvement Facilitator (PIF)? 
Yes
No
Don’t Know

4a. If no, would a PIF be an asset to your school’s efforts at Parent Involvement? 




Yes
No
Don’t Know

14. Do you work with other partners in the community to provide outreach to parents?


Yes
No

Attitudes towards and level of value of PI

15. In general, to what extent do you believe others at your school think parent involvement is important? 
Not at all important
 A little
bit important 

Important
Extremely important
16. What contribution do you think parent involvement contributes to a child’s academic success? 

None

 A small amount
A moderate amount

A large amount


17. What level of priority would you place on increasing parent involvement in your school? 
Not at all a priority 
A low priority

A moderate priority
A high priority

18. What resources and assistance do you need to increase parent involvement? Please be as specific as you can.
19. How useful was this survey in helping you think about parent involvement at your school? 


Not at all
A little

Some

A great deal
20. Do you have any additional comments or thoughts about Parent Involvement that you would like to share with us?

1
PAGE  
2


