
A VERY BRIEF TUTORIAL ON HTML 

In HTML you control the look of your page with 'tags'.  A 'tag' tells your browser what to 
do with the line, or lines, of text or images that it surrounds. 

 
A 'tag' always begins with a less-than sign:  <   and ends with a greater-than sign:   >  
and should look like this - <html> 

 
Some tags require a complimentary ending tag: 

- start <html> 
- end </html> … the ending tag uses a forward slash in front of the letters. 

1. Basic Tags 

The BASIC TAGS need to create a Web page are as follows: 

<html> 

<head> 
<title>My Page</title> 
</head> 

 
<body> 

 
</body> 
</html> 

 
All pages must begin with <html> and end with </html>.  Two sections are created 

within these main tags – the HEAD section and the BODY section.  The HEAD section is 
used for text and tags that do not show directly on the page.  The BODY section is used 
for text and tags that are shown directly on the page.  All pages must be saved with the 

extension .html or .htm for example:  index.html 

2. Header Tags 

Header #1 <h1>text goes in here</h1> 

Header #2 <h2>text goes in here</h2> 

Header #3 <h3>text goes in here</h3> 

Header #4 <h4>text goes in here</h4> 

Header #5 <h5>text goes in here</h5> 

Header #6 <h6>text goes in here</h6> 



3. Common Tags 

 
<b> - Bold text, requires an end tag </b>  
<u> - Underline text, requires an end tag </u> 
<i> - Italicize text, requires an end tag </i> 

 
<center> - Centers text on the page, requires an end center </center>  

<br> - This is a line break, use it when you want to stop a line at a certain place.  
 

4. Backgrounds – bgcolor attribute 

You can choose to have a solid color for your page background.  To have a solid color, 
use the ‘bgcolor’ attribute inside the body tag and specify a color value either by name 
or by hexadecimal value: 

 
<body bgcolor=”yellow”> ... or ... <body bgcolor=”#FFFF66”> 

 

5. Images - How to add images to your page. 

The image tag is written: <img src="name_of_image.extension"> The tag you 
need to use to add images to your page is:  

 
<img src="image.gif">  

 
Just place it in on your page where you would like the image to appear.  Select the 

image you want to use and replace the 'image.gif' with your actual image name and 
extension. Be sure the image name and path are correct. 
 

For our purposes, only use .gif or .jpg images for the Web.  
 

6. Backgrounds – background attribute 

To have a tiled image as your background, use the ‘background’ attribute inside the 
body tag and specify the name of the image to be used: 
 

<body background=”line.jpg”> ... or ... <body background=”kitty.gif”> 
 

7. Horizontal Rule 

<hr> - No end tag required  

 
 
 



8. Spacing Characters 

 This is a character string rather than and actual tag: 

&nbsp; 

It provides a space (just like hitting the SPACE bar – be sure to use lowercase!!)  You 
can use as many of these in a row as needed: &nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; 

9. Font Tags 

You can also fancy-up your text a bit using FONT tags. FONT tags have several options 
you might want to use. 
 

For example: 
 

<font face="Arial" size="7" color="red">HUGE RED TEXT</font> would look 
like this: 
 

HUGE RED TEXT 
 

When using the FONT tag, the higher the number (1-7) ... the bigger the size of text. 
Also, remember that the font FACE you select will only show up on a viewer's browser if 

they have that font loaded on their computer. Safe fonts to use are Verdana, Arial, 
Helvetica, Times Roman, Sans-serif.  

10. Links (clickable text) 

This is used to access another page somewhere. It could be another of your pages on 

your server, or half way around the world. Using hypertext anchors is easy. Just type in 
the name of the page or the 'http://' address between the quotes in the anchor tag, 

and type a description of the 'link' after the tag, then end the 'link' with </a> ending 
anchor tag.  

 
<a href="address_to_page">Clickable text here</a> 
 

Examples: 
  

<a href="page2.html">Click Here to go to Page 2</a>  

<a href="http://www.washoe.k12.nv.us">Washoe County School District</a>  

http://www.galenahigh.com/

