{:%ollegeBoard

Advanced Placement
Program

AP ALWUMNI



Marlon Ramss
ReatHiighCGiass 202010

University of Nevada, Reno Class of 2014

Gl AIK a0OK22ft | ajla 2f€S3S

demands another.

That is to say, the time dedication and
rigor of material are polar opposites. The
advanced placement program, however,
can help narrow this gap.

The whole purpose of advanced

placement is to prepare you to think; to @ University of Nevada, Reno
critically examine what you know and

apply it to solve a real problem. Regardless
of the subject of study, the questions tailor
G2 | aeyiukKSaira 2F 02y OSLII & o¢




Elizehae thH3sowae
ReatlHiiiphCGiass 202909

University of Nevada, Reno Class of 2013

G2 KSYy L aA3IYySR dzLJ F2NJ ! t
to expect. The AP courses seemed like a VIP club for
genius students with 4.0 GPAs, and | didn't count
myself as one of those. Where most students got on
the AP track during their freshman year, | was a
senior. | didn't think | would learn much of use so
late in the game.

Fortunately, | was wrong. | learned an incredible
amount. | admit, in the beginning | relied on
Sparknotedecause | didn't know how to write out the
assignments. But by the end of the year | no longer
needed it. There were still students in the class who
could analyze scenes froBeowulfbetter than |
could, but the feeling of self improvement was
fantastic. | gained more confidence in myself and my
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idea that you get out of your
education what you put into it. The
Honors program at the high school
level, which | participated in at Reed
nearly fifteen years ago, is an
excellent first step in getting the most
out of your academic experience, but,
| do not believe that | can overstate
the importance the courses had in my
personal academic development.
They were absolutely the high point of
my high school career with respect to o A
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college. Though there were many times |
felt like | wasn't learning anything when |
look back on it now | can see that pretty
much every day | learned something new
that will stay with me forever. | was never
very strong in English and | didn't care for
writing or reading out loud, but now, after
AP English, | have begun writing more and
my reading has improved dramatically.
Having taken AP English both Jr. and Sr.
years of high school and AP Government
my Sr. year | have become better at
managing my time so that | can get
everything done on time without staying up
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special tutoring and whatnot and took college

classes already so they already knew the

[

material of the class. It sucks because they jack
the curve high and screw the people who are

just learning it.

Also the professors here don't test to see
whether you know the material or not because
everyone works hard and knows it and would
otherwise all get A's. They instead test you on
application, giving insanely hard questions that |
require everyone to think outside the box and | P
uQa V p

So...AP has helped a lot because all professors 4 &

make use of all the material learnedi K I
how tests are.

assumed you have taken the classes and know

the material and go straight into the stuff
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iInstrumental. AP courses set me in
motion towards a successful college
career, and there are many reasons to
pursue AP.The most tangible reason

IS the ability to start college with

credits from English, history, science,
math, or foreign languagedlthough 2
some may not apply directly to your !
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prepared me for the college scene when many
of my other high school classes fell short. |
learned how to construct papers and be
confident in my writing, | was prepared for the
work load college presented, and the knowledge
that | acquired still makes a difference every day. o T

| remember getting to UNR and feeling like |
could take on the challenges presented. | know
AP classes are the reason for my many successes
at the college level. | recommend AP classes to
everyone | know. There's really nothing s
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the year. Taking the course is like discovering a whole new way of
thinking. It stays with you. At the University of Nevada | rocketed

Aa U

through English 102, 282, and 298. | was familiar with the conceptfgaNE R

and texts we studied in 303 and 311. | breezed through the first CQE&Ee
Humanities class. And it wasn't just a boost to my grades. In AP Ei
you learn life skills. | can read and analyze texts, write effective paj
and articulate my ideas more clearly. You would be amazed at how
many college students, even juniors and seniors, struggle with suc
things. Even if you are not aiming for an English degree, the skills you
learn in AP English are invaluable. | don't know how | would have A
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and had to take remedial math classes A Member of Th: Tesiis State Universisy, Sysiem
because her high school did not offer AP
classes. According to my score on the SAT, |
should have been in the same math classes,
which would have meant | would have had to
take remedial math 1, remedial math 2,
algebra 1, trig 1, algebra 2, statistics, and
then calculus. That would have put me taking
calculus as a senior in college. | was only
narrowly able to weasel my way into calculus
as a freshman, and really, it's not that
challenging.

So, in summation, | think that | can say that
yes, AP classes do prepare students for
college to some extent. They fill students
with knowledge that they will be learning in
the next few years, which can help them a
great deal by making their classes much
SI aASNIDE
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college credit for AP classes, | guess the most beneficial thing about taking
AP is that it teaches ydwow colleges want you to think. In English

specifically, you get a good idea about what level you need to be reading
and analyzing texts. In general though, it agsges you a solid set of basic
skillson how to approach a piece of writing, whether it's poetry, literature,
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demanding and challenging, but it is A
fairly close to an actual college setting in :— :
terms of the material as well as the
relationship between the teachers and
students. In my AP classes at Reauqad *
treated more like an adult than a
teenager. The learning process is
ultimately up to the student, and it is
easier to find your own individual style
in high school with the guidance of
teachers and smaller class sizes than
during crunch time in that first semester
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a ¢graduated with both my undergraduate and
with a Master's in a total of fowearsg two
years fewer than typical. | was only able to do
So because | took and passed AP classes at
Reed High. | stepped onto campus with a year
of college already completed thanks to AP
credit. With my basic math, science, and
writing courses out of the way, | was able to
take courses that interested me, gain
experience through interning, and even study
abroad in the Middle Ea$te
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was probably the best thing that |
could have done to prepare for
college. Even beyond earning
credits and being able to lighten my
college load, taking advanced
classes helped me begin to UNIVERSITY
cultivate the skills that | need in OF NEVADA
college, whether that be writing sReno

guickly or being able to study more
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AP class was Calculus. There is no
guestion that | would not have kept up in
my Honors Calc class in college had I not
taken it in high school. Even though | had
passed the AP test, | chose to retake Calc |
In college for both review and Honors
credits. About 95% of my class was doing
the same thing, and the other 5% were
struggling. | ended up taking Calc Il as an
elective (who does that?!?!) because |
enjoyed Calc | so much the second time
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help from teachers.in your

introductory classes in college you will
have large classes and less interaction
with the professors.My writing skills
improved because of the catered
responses to my writing in AP classes,
and honestly, it is where | learned to
write well. | am now in law school, and
| attribute my writing basics to those |
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Placement courses in the subjects of American
History, Government, and English, which was a
continuation on Honors courses | had already
taken on the subjects of early American
literature. Although | always found my courses
in math and science to be challenging, the e el
Advanced Placement courses | took were the v v Ay
most enjoyable and the most challenging &
courses that | took during my entire high schoo
career. | found them to be inspiring,
challenging, and an excellent source of my owr
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passing the AP tests, since they paid 560

dollars for 28 credits instead of 6,000

dollars. In addition, my experience taking AP
courses allowed me to adapt to college

more quickly than most students, evidence =
by a higher GPA. Although school teachers

warn of the "impending doom (difficulties)"

that await at the next academic institution, |
found my freshman year courses only

slightly different than my AP classes. Often
times, | found myself prepared and already @ TS
knowledgeable of the concept or matter '
being presented in lectures. | can't
emphasize enough the confidence | acquired
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very positive. In my AP courses | was held to

a higher standard and therefore had to work
harder to keep up with the pace and

workload. The relative rigor of these courses
prepared me quite well for college. | ended

up going to Cornell University to study

Biological Engineering. At Cornell | certainly
continued to improve my writing and
communication skills, but having the AP
background made the transition to college
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G ¢ Kedefits of taking AP classes that |
enjoyed most were probably more holistic
than anything, most notably the sparking of
intellectual discussion in lieu of just having
information dictated to you. | think this goes
without saying, but the increased rigor of AP
classes is comparable to that of college
coursesb €



