
AP ALUMNI



Marlon Ramos 
Reed High  Class of 2010

University of Nevada, Reno  Class of 2014

άIƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǎƪǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
demands another. 

That is to say, the time dedication and 
rigor of material are polar opposites. The 
advanced placement program, however, 
can help narrow this gap. 

The whole purpose of advanced 
placement is to prepare you to think; to 
critically examine what you know and 
apply it to solve a real problem. Regardless 
of the subject of study, the questions tailor 
ǘƻ ŀ ǎȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎΦέ



Elizabeth Browne 
Reed High  Class of 2009
University of Nevada, Reno  Class of 2013

ά²ƘŜƴ L ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ !t 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ L ǿŀǎƴϥǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ 
to expect. The AP courses seemed like a VIP club for
genius students with 4.0 GPAs, and I didn't count
myself as one of those. Where most students got on
the AP track during their freshman year, I was a
senior. I didn't think I would learn much of use so
late in the game.

Fortunately, I was wrong. I learned an incredible
amount. I admit, in the beginning I relied on
Sparknotesbecause I didn't know how to write out the
assignments. But by the end of the year I no longer
needed it. There were still students in the class who
could analyze scenes from Beowulfbetter than I
could, but the feeling of self improvement was
fantastic. I gained more confidence in myself and my
ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦέ



Caleb Cage 
Reed High  Class of 1998
West Point   Class of 2002

Executive Director  Nevada Veterans Services

άL ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
idea that you get out of your 
education what you put into it.  The 
Honors program at the high school 
level, which I participated in at Reed 
nearly fifteen years ago, is an 
excellent first step in getting the most 
out of your academic experience, but, 
I do not believe that I can overstate 
the importance the courses had in my 
personal academic development.  
They were absolutely the high point of 
my high school career with respect to 
Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦέ



Laura Janca
Reed High  Class of 2010
University of Nevada, Reno  Class of 2014

ά!t 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǿƘŜƴ L Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ 
college. Though there were many times I 
felt like I wasn't learning anything when I 
look back on it now I can see that pretty 
much every day I learned something new 
that will stay with me forever. I was never 
very strong in English and I didn't care for 
writing or reading out loud, but now, after 
AP English, I have begun writing more and 
my reading has improved dramatically. 
Having taken AP English both Jr. and Sr. 
years of high school and AP Government 
my Sr. year I have become better at 
managing my time so that I can get 
everything done on time without staying up 
ŀƭƭ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƴŜΦέ



Angelina Cardona 
Reed High  Class of 2007
Student Body President

Stanford University  Class of 2011

President - Associated Students of Stanford University



Tony Lin 
Reed High  Class of 2010
Valedictorian
University of California  Los Angeles   Class of 2014

ά!t ǎŀǾŜŘ Ƴȅ ōǳǘǘΦ [ƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŜǊŜ Ǝƻǘ 
special tutoring and whatnot and took college 
classes already so they already knew the 
material of the class. It sucks because they jack 
the curve high and screw the people who are 
just learning it.

Also the professors here don't test to see 
whether you know the material or not because 
everyone works hard and knows it and would 
otherwise all get A's. They instead test you on 
application, giving insanely hard questions that 
require everyone to think outside the box and 
make use of all the material learned --ǘƘŀǘΩǎ  
how tests are.

So...AP has helped a lot because all professors 
assumed you have taken the classes and know 
the material and go straight into the stuff 
ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘΦέ



Jenna Bruce 
Reed High  Class of 2006

Lewis & Clark School of Law

ά¢ƘŜ !t tǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
instrumental. AP courses set me in 
motion towards a successful college 
career, and there are many reasons to 
pursue AP. The most tangible reason 
is the ability to start college with 
credits from English, history, science, 
math, or foreign languages. Although 
some may not apply directly to your 
ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ƎŜǘ ŀƘŜŀŘΦέ 



Shannon Wroblewski
Reed High  Class of 2006

University of Nevada, Reno  Class of 2010

ά!t ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
prepared me for the college scene when many 
of my other high school classes fell short. I 
learned how to construct papers and be 
confident in my writing, I was prepared for the 
work load college presented, and the knowledge 
that I acquired still makes a difference every day. 

I remember getting to UNR and feeling like I 
could take on the challenges presented. I know 
AP classes are the reason for my many successes 
at the college level. I recommend AP classes to 
everyone I know. There's really nothing 
ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦέ



Elizabeth Browne 
Reed High  Class of 2009
University of Nevada, Reno  Class of 2013

ά¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ !t 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴϥǘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 
the year. Taking the course is like discovering a whole new way of 
thinking. It stays with you. At the University of Nevada I rocketed 
through English 102, 282, and 298. I was familiar with the concepts 
and texts we studied in 303 and 311. I breezed through the first Core 
Humanities class. And it wasn't just a boost to my grades. In AP English 
you learn life skills. I can read and analyze texts, write effective papers, 
and articulate my ideas more clearly. You would be amazed at how 
many college students, even juniors and seniors, struggle with such 
things. Even if you are not aiming for an English degree, the skills you 
learn in AP English are invaluable. I don't know how I would have 
ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ƛŦ L ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΦέ



Linden Reid 
Reed High  Class of 2010

άaȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ {ŀǊŀ ƛǎ ŀ /ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƳŀƧƻǊΣ 
and had to take remedial math classes 
because her high school did not offer AP 
classes. According to my score on the SAT, I 
should have been in the same math classes, 
which would have meant I would have had to 
take remedial math 1, remedial math 2, 
algebra 1, trig 1, algebra 2, statistics, and 
then calculus. That would have put me taking 
calculus as a senior in college. I was only 
narrowly able to weasel my way into calculus 
as a freshman, and really, it's not that 
challenging. 

So, in summation, I think that I can say that 
yes, AP classes do prepare students for 
college to some extent. They fill students 
with knowledge that they will be learning in 
the next few years, which can help them a 
great deal by making their classes much 
ŜŀǎƛŜǊΦέ



AP ALUMNI



Chris Salls
Reed High  Class of 2010
Valedictorian
National Merit Scholar

University of Nevada, Reno  Class of 2014



Emily Punzalan
Reed High  Class of 2010

ά!ǎƛŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ōȅ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
college credit for AP classes, I guess the most beneficial thing about taking 
AP is that it teaches you howcolleges want you to think. In English 
specifically, you get a good idea about what level you need to be reading 
and analyzing texts. In general though, it alsogives you a solid set of basic 
skillson how to approach a piece of writing, whether it's poetry, literature, 
ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΦέ



AnnaliseVine 
Reed High  Class of 2009
Valedictorian

Lewis & Clark College  Class of 2013



Mackenzie Parker 
Reed High  Class of 2009

University of Nevada, Reno  Class of 2013

ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƭƻŀŘ ŦƻǊ !t ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
demanding and challenging, but it is 
fairly close to an actual college setting in 
terms of the material as well as the 
relationship between the teachers and 
students. In my AP classes at Reed, Iwas 
treated more like an adult than a 
teenager. The learning process is 
ultimately up to the student, and it is 
easier to find your own individual style 
in high school with the guidance of 
teachers and smaller class sizes than 
during crunch time in that first semester 
ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦέ 



Kevin Carter 
Reed High  Class of 2006

BA  American University 

MA Georgetown University

Presidential Management Fellow at the US Office of 
Personnel Management

άL graduated with both my undergraduate and 
with a Master's in a total of four years ςtwo 
years fewer than typical. I was only able to do 
so because I took and passed AP classes at 
Reed High. I stepped onto campus with a year 
of college already completed thanks to AP 
credit. With my basic math, science, and 
writing courses out of the way, I was able to 
take courses that interested me, gain 
experience through interning, and even study 
abroad in the Middle EastΦέ



KaitlynKelhetter
Reed High  Class of 2009

University of Arizona  Class of 2013



Jeanine Duong 
Reed High  Class of 2009

Pacific University  Class of 2013



RebekahPingle
Reed High  Class of 2009

University of Nevada, Reno  Class of 2012

ά¢ŀƪƛƴƎ !t ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
was probably the best thing that I 
could have done to prepare for 
college. Even beyond earning 
credits and being able to lighten my 
college load, taking advanced 
classes helped me begin to 
cultivate the skills that I need in 
college, whether that be writing 
quickly or being able to study more 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅέ



Jessica (Hooft) Crane
Reed High  Class of 2005

University of Nevada, Reno   Class of 2009

άLϥŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ Ƴȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜƻǳǎ 
AP class was Calculus. There is no 
question that I would not have kept up in 
my Honors Calc class in college had I not 
taken it in high school. Even though I had 
passed the AP test, I chose to retake Calc I 
in college for both review and Honors 
credits. About 95% of my class was doing 
the same thing, and the other 5% were 
struggling. I ended up taking Calc II as an 
elective (who does that?!?!) because I 
enjoyed Calc I so much the second time 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦέ



Meagan Eng 
Reed High  Class of 2008

University of Nevada, Reno  Class of 2012



Jenna Bruce 
Reed High  Class of 2006

Lewis & Clark School of Law

ά!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ-on-one 
help from teachers. In your 
introductory classes in college you will 
have large classes and less interaction 
with the professors. My writing skills 
improved because of the catered 
responses to my writing in AP classes, 
and honestly, it is where I learned to 
write well. I am now in law school, and 
I attribute my writing basics to those I 
ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !t ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦέ



AP ALUMNI



CarsenBerger 
Reed High  Class of 2008
National Merit Finalist

University of Chicago  Class of 2012



Caleb Cage 
Reed High  Class of 1998
West Point   Class of 2002

Executive Director  Nevada Veterans Services

άL ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ 
Placement courses in the subjects of American 
History, Government, and English, which was a 
continuation on Honors courses I had already 
taken on the subjects of early American 
literature.  Although I always found my courses 
in math and science to be challenging, the 
Advanced Placement courses I took were the 
most enjoyable and the most challenging 
courses that I took during my entire high school 
career.  I found them to be inspiring, 
challenging, and an excellent source of my own 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦέ



Maggie Tietz
Reed High  Class of 2008
National Merit Finalist

Scripps College  Class of 2012



KeelyThoreson
Reed High  Class of 2009

University of Nevada, Reno  Class of 2013

άCƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ 
passing the AP tests, since they paid 560 
dollars for 28 credits instead of 6,000 
dollars. In addition, my experience taking AP 
courses allowed me to adapt to college 
more quickly than most students, evidence 
by a higher GPA. Although school teachers 
warn of the "impending doom (difficulties)" 
that await at the next academic institution, I 
found my freshman year courses only 
slightly different than my AP classes. Often 
times, I found myself prepared and already 
knowledgeable of the concept or matter 
being presented in lectures. I can't 
emphasize enough the confidence I acquired 
ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎŀƭƭȅΦέ



Nicholas Bombard 
Reed High  Class of 2008
National Merit Scholar

University of Southern California  Class of 2012



Angelina Cardona 
Reed High  Class of 2007
Student Body President

Stanford University  Class of 2011

President - Associated Students of Stanford University



Billy Hong 
Reed High  Class of 2006

University of California, Davis  Class of 2010 



Kevin Eckes
Reed High  Class of 2005

Cornell University  Class of 2009

Currently pursuing PhD  University of Texas

άaȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !t ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ 
very positive. In my AP courses I was held to 
a higher standard and therefore had to work 
harder to keep up with the pace and 
workload. The relative rigor of these courses 
prepared me quite well for college. I ended 
up going to Cornell University to study 
Biological Engineering. At Cornell I certainly 
continued to improve my writing and 
communication skills, but having the AP 
background made the transition to college 
ƭŜǾŜƭ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŜŀǎȅΦέ



JanayStevens 
Reed High  Class of 2006

University of Nevada, Reno  Class of 2010



Sarah McDaniels
Reed High  Class of 2005

University of San Diego  Class of 2009

ά¢ƘŜ benefits of taking AP classes that I 
enjoyed most were probably more holistic 
than anything, most notably the sparking of 
intellectual discussion in lieu of just having 
information dictated to you. I think this goes 
without saying, but the increased rigor of AP 
classes is comparable to that of college 
coursesΦέ


