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THE GATEWAY COURSE OF STUDY 

(Administrative Regulation 6511) 

 

Gateway is a default course of study in which all students will automatically be enrolled in: 

1. 4 years of math 

2. 3 years of science 

3. 6 courses as seniors 

 

Exceptions  

Per Administrative Regulations 6511, students may be granted exceptions on a limited, case-by-case basis. 

Exceptions may be granted under the following conditions:  

 

1. A special education student exempted via the IEP process. 

2. A student is directly receiving ESL services (and for whom it is determined that it would be 

educationally inappropriate to complete the Gateway Course of Study). 

3. A student who has transferred into a WCSD high school as a junior or senior and cannot earn the fourth 

mathematics or third science credit during the school year in his/her remaining school years before 

graduation.  Determination of whether a student can earn the fourth mathematics and/or third science 

credit will be made jointly in a conference with the student, parent, counselor, and principal or 

curriculum assistant principal within 10 days of enrollment. 

4. A student exempted through the formal opt-out procedure as established by the Office of Secondary 

Education. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  No student is automatically exempted; every case should be considered on an individual basis. 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATI ON REQUIREMENTS  

(Administrative Regulation 5127) 

 

The REQUIRED COURSES are as follows: 

English 4 credits 

Mathematics 3 credits  

Science 2 credits 

World History/World Geography 1 credit 

US History 1 credit 

American Government 1 credit 

Arts/Humanities/Occupational Ed. 1 credit 

PE/HSROTC or approved equivalency 2 credits 

Health or approved equivalency .5 credit 

Computer Literacy .5 credit 

 

TOTAL 16 credits required courses  

Electives 6.5 credits elective courses  

GRAND TOTAL  22.5 credits to graduate 

In addition to the minimum 22.5 credits earned, all students must receive a passing score on all required sections of 

the Nevada High School Proficiency Exam. 



REED HIGH  Å 6  2011-2012 COURSE OFFERING GUIDE 

 

TYPES OF DIPLOMAS 

In order to graduate from a Washoe County high school, a student must earn a minimum of 22.5 credits including 

certain requirements and a variety of electives.  In addition, each student must have passed all required sections of the 

Nevada High School Proficiency Examination (NHSPE).  One of the following will be issued to qualifying students: 

 

STANDARD DIPLOMA :  This student will have completed a minimum of 22.5 credits with all requirements met 

and will have passed all required sections of the NHSPE.   

 

ADVANCED DIPLOMA :  This student will have completed a minimum of 24 credits, including all requirements 

for a standard diploma plus one additional credit of science (total 3 credits) and one additional credit of math (total 4 

credits) with a minimum of 3.25 GPA (no rounding) including all credits applicable toward graduation, and will have 

passed all required sections of the NHSPE.   

 

HONORS DIPLOMA :  The Honors Program is designed to enhance academic preparation and challenge students 

through more rigorous course work.  An honors course offers material that is intellectually stimulating and challenges 

students beyond the scope of regular classroom work; assumes a mastery of the basics required for further study in a 

given area; emphasizes the quality of work over the quantity of work; provides depth and divergence through the 

study of ideas, themes, and problems; integrates knowledge across disciplines; demands use of higher order thinking 

skills including abstract reasoning, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation; requires flexibility in thinking and the use of 

divergent viewpoints; requires a proven student work ethic and full engagement in learning as an experience in its 

own right; requires excellence in the use of oral, written, and research skills; and promotes the use of a variety of in-

depth performance tasks and assessment tools. 

 

This student will have completed a minimum of 24 credits (20 required and 4 elective) including at least eight (8) 

qualified honors level classes, and will have passed all required sections of the NHSPE, a minimum 3.40 GPA, 

weighted (no rounding), and no course failures during the last two years, unless the course is repeated to remove the 

"F" from the transcript. This diploma is designed to reward students who take and succeed in the most challenging 

academic program that the high school has to offer.  See ñHonors Diploma Requirementsò for specific required 

courses.  NOTE:  Students who earn an Honors Diploma automatically qualify for an Advanced Diploma. 

 

ADJUSTED DIPLOMA :  This student must be certified as a Special Education student.  The student must have 

completed a minimum of 22.5 credits, but may not have completed all of the requirements for a Standard Diploma 

and/or may not have passed all required sections of the NHSPE.  The studentôs IEP will specify the conditions under 

which he/she will receive an Adjusted Diploma.  A student who accepts an Adjusted Diploma may work toward a 

Standard Diploma until his/her 22
nd

 birthday. 

 

CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION ENDORSEMENT :  A pupil who successfully completes a program of 

career and technical education and who otherwise satisfies the requirements for graduation from high school must be 

awarded a high school diploma with an endorsement indicating that the pupil successfully completed the program of 

career and technical education.  See www.washoe.k12.nv.us/cte/ and click on CTE Endorsement for HS Diploma for 

a list of courses that comprise a program in your area of interest. 

 

CERTIFI CATE OF ATTENDANCE :  This student will have completed all of the requirements and credits needed 

for a Standard Diploma but will not have passed one or more required sections of the NHSPE by the date of 

graduation.  After completing appropriate remedial work, if the student passes the failed section(s) of the NHSPE 

within fifteen months following the receipt of a Certificate of Attendance, he/she may exchange the Certificate of 

Attendance for a Standard Diploma issued by the home high school.  If the student has not passed all sections of the 

HSPE within the fifteen (15) month designated time period, he/she may attend the Washoe Adult Program in order to 

continue efforts to obtain a Washoe High School diploma. 

 

GED:  This high school does not issue an equivalency or adult diploma.  For information about these programs, 

contact the Washoe Adult Program at 333-5020. 

http://www.washoe.k12.nv.us/cte/
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WCSD DIPLOMA/REQUIRE MENT OPTIONS  

Required  

Courses 

Gateway 

Enrollment  

Requirements 

International 

Baccalaureate 

Diploma**  

Honors 

Diploma 

Advanced 

Diploma 

Millennium 

Scholarship 

Requirements 

Standard 

English 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Math 4***  4 4 4 4 3 

Science 3***  5 3 3 3 2 

World History or  

World Geography 
1 1 1 1 1 1 

U. S. History 1 1 1 1 1 1 

American 

Government 
1 1 1 1 1 1 

PE/HSROTC 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Arts/Humanities/ 

Career  Tech. 
1 1 1 1 1 1 

Computer Literacy .5 .5 .5 .5 .5 .5 

Health/HSROTC .5 .5 .5 .5 .5 .5 

World Language*  4 2.0*    

Electives varies varies 4 6 4.5 6.5 

Total 22.5 24 24 24 22.5 22.5 

# of Honors Credits  14 8    

Required GPA   
3.4 

weighted 

3.25 

weighted  

3.25  

weighted  
 

Pass all portions of 

proficiency exam 
X X X X X X 

 
*  Two years of the same language 

**  International Baccalaureate Diploma requires a rigorous course of study and successful completion of 

a series of tests.  This program is only available at Wooster.  Contact the school for more information.  

***  Gateway is ñenrolled inò vs. credits earned. 

 

 
 
The following formula will be used for calculating weighted GPAs: The unweighted overall GPA will be figured per WCSD 

Administrative Regulation 5124 (4.0 grading scale; minuses dropped.)  Then for each semester of an honors course that a student 

passes, .025 will be added to the unweighted overall GPA and .050 will be added to each semester of an IB or AP course, producing the 

weighted overall GPA.  The list of designated honors courses (which includes all Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate 

courses) recognized for the honors diploma program will be utilized in this weighting formula. 
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NEVADA HIGH SCHOOL P ROFICIENCY EXAM  

In order to graduate from a Nevada high school with a Regular, Advanced, or Honors diploma, a student must pass 

the math, reading, science, and writing sections of the High School Proficiency Exam (HSPE).  Students will take the 

math, reading, and science examinations for the first time during the spring of the 10
th
 grade year and the writing 

exam in the fall of the 11
th
 grade year.  Once a student has passed a section, he/she does not take that section again.  

 

Students who do not pass one or more sections of the HSPE during the first attempt must participate in testing 

sessions scheduled during the fall and spring of the 11
th
 grade year and then at various times during the 12

th
 grade 

year.  However, prior to all testing attempts after the junior year, students must receive a minimum of 20 hours of 

remediation or be enrolled in an approved course in the area(s) in which they have not passed the test. 

 

Alternative criteria for a standard High School diploma:  In order for students to exercise the option to attempt 

the Alternative Science and/or Writing Assessments they must: 

 Have passed the HSPE reading and math assessments; 

 Have failed the HSPE science and/or writing assessment at least 2 times prior to their 12
th
 grade year; 

 Have an unweighted GPA of at least 2.75; and 

 Have earned sufficient credits to be on schedule to graduate with their class. 

 

A pupil who meets the eligibility criteria above may demonstrate proficiency in writing and science by submitting to 

the Department of Education a portfolio of work prepared by the pupil.  For more information contact your school. 

 

 

REQUIRED NUMBER OF C LASSES 

With the Gateway Course of Study, all students are automatically enrolled in six courses each year.  Only seniors 

whose parents consent to opt-out may take less than six but no fewer than four credits.  All students are encouraged 

to take advantage of the numerous educational opportunities available to them during high school.   

 

 

GRADES 

Letter grades of A, B, C, D, or F will be assigned in academic classes.  Only a few courses are graded on a pass/fail 

basis and assigned an S (satisfactory) or U (unsatisfactory) grade.  For the purpose of computing grade point average 

(GPA), S/U grades are not included.  No credit is awarded for F grades.  Students who do not meet the 90% 

attendance requirement will receive an "F" and will not earn credit in the course.  Grades become part of the 

permanent record three weeks after report cards are issued.  The responsibility for determining a studentôs grade rests 

solely with the classroom teacher. 

 

 

FINAL EXAMINATIONS  

Washoe County School District guidelines require a final examination of all students in all courses which award one-

half (.5) credit or more.  Appropriate semester tests may consist of skill or performance tests as well as oral or written 

examinations, depending upon the objectives of the course and the nature of the learning activities of the class.  The 

ability to express ideas is a significant goal of educational programs; therefore, essay test questions should be 

included as part of the final examination in classes in which teachers have used written evaluation in the course of 

instruction.  Students who miss a semester final and do not make it up within the first three weeks of the following 

semester will fail the course.  The grade weight of the semester exam may be up to 25% of the semester grade.  No 

exams will be given early.  
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CREDITS 

Most classes in the WCSD instructional program award one-half (.5) credit for one semesterôs work.  The school year 

is divided into two semesters.  Credit is awarded at the end of each semester to students who have met the 90% 

attendance requirement, have completed work successfully, and have taken the final examination.  Students must be 

enrolled in a course within the first twenty days in a semester to receive credit in that course.  Students who withdraw 

from a class after the eleventh week of the semester will receive an "F" no matter what the actual grade was at the 

time of withdrawal.  Students who are not able to complete the required work for a course or who are unable to take 

the final exam may receive an "incomplete" provided there has been contact/approval by the studentôs counselor or 

administration.  Incompletes must be made up within three weeks after the beginning of the next semester or the 

incomplete becomes an "F" and no credit is awarded.  It is the studentôs responsibility to make contact with the 

teacher to arrange to complete the necessary work. 

 

 

REPORTING TO PARENTS 

Reports notifying parents of their studentôs progress in school are issued quarterly.  Grade reports issued at the 

conclusion of the first nine weeks of each semester are Progress Reports indicating the level of achievement of the 

student at that time.  The academic grade issued at the end of each semester reflects the studentôs work for the entire 

semester and is not an average of two nine-week grades. These semester academic grades, along with the credits 

earned, citizenship grades, and attendance are posted to the studentôs permanent record at the end of each semester.  

In addition to these reports which are issued to every student, students whose work has deteriorated significantly or 

whose performance puts them in jeopardy of failing will receive a special Academic Warning Notice halfway 

between each official report.   

 

Report cards and Progress Reports are distributed to students after the close of the reporting period, except for the 

final reporting period when report cards are mailed home.  Check the current school calendar for specific dates. 

 

 

AUDITING A COURSE  

A student may choose to audit a course provided he/she receives permission from the high school administrator and 

the course instructor.  Students who are enrolled in a course on an audit basis will not receive credit for the course.  

In order to remain in good standing in an audited course, each audit student must complete all assignments and 

exams and will abide by all attendance policies.  

 

A student may be removed from an audited course at the discretion of the high school administration and the course 

instructor.  An academic grade of "NM" ("no mark") and a regular A-F citizenship grade will be assigned to students 

in an audited course. A student may not drop a course to an audit after the 11
th
 week of the semester.  Audit is not an 

option for home school, private school, or charter school students who are accepted to participate in a course at the 

high school.  Whether or not a school allows students to audit courses is a site decision. 

 

 

WITHDRAWING  FROM CLASS 

A student withdrawing from a class during the first eleven (11) weeks will receive no credit.  After the eleventh week 

a student withdrawing from a class shall receive a grade of ñFò and no credit.  A student who is accepted to AUDIT a 

class must do so prior to the eleventh week. 

 

 

REPEATING A CLA SS 

A student may repeat a course provided he/she receives permission from the high school administration or an 

identified designee.  A student shall not receive additional credit for the repeated course or if he/she takes a "content 
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equivalent" course.  The higher grade shall be recorded on the permanent record and the lower grade replaced with 

the notation "RP" for "repeated." 

 

If a student earns an "F" in a course, any course which meets the same requirement for graduation may be taken to 

meet that requirement. The "F" remains on the permanent record unless the repeated course is the same course as the 

one in which the student received an "F" grade. For the purpose of replacing an "F," the "same course" may include a 

modified title such as ñCBI,ò "Night School," "Correspondence," "CBE," etc.  If the intention of the student is to 

raise a grade, it is expected that the student will repeat the same course and in the same format it was originally taken 

or in WOLF.  For the purpose of raising a grade, the "same course" may not include a modified title except for 

WOLF ñOLò. 

 

 

ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF  EARNING CREDIT  

Administrative Regulation 5127.1 limits the maximum number of credits from alternative means that may be applied 

toward high school graduation to four (4).  For the purpose of this regulation, "alternative means" refers to credits 

earned through correspondence, off-site on-line (electronic) courses, credit-by-exam, work experience, community 

service, and travel study.  Credits earned in summer school, extended day/night school, and on-site or district-

sponsored on-line classes (e.g. PLATO, WOLF, SCPE and PE Options) are not included as part of the maximum four 

credits.  Grades earned in any supplemental or alternative program will be averaged into the appropriate semester's 

GPA. 

 

 

Offering Advanced Technical Training, College Credit and Preparation for the Workforce   

 

Are you interested in challenging, hands-on courses that in many cases will earn college and high school credit 

simultaneously?  Do you want to be part of a smaller high school environment that is run like a business?  Do you 

want to learn skills and work habits that will help you be successful following high school in a job, apprenticeship, 

advanced technical training, the military, Truckee Meadows Community College, the University of Nevada Reno or 

other advanced educational institutions?  If so, the Academy of Arts, Careers and Technology (AACT) is for you! 

 

AACT is the districtôs home for advanced career and technical education (CTE) programs housed at four locations 

throughout the district.  In partnership with Truckee Meadows Community College, AACTôs rigorous hands-on and 

academic learning environment is exceptionally challenging.  Supported by caring professionals, students are guided 

through courses of study that prepare them for the workforce or further post secondary education and training. 

 

Freshman and sophomores can enroll on a full time status only.  Juniors and seniors may attend as full or part-time 

students.  Part-time students typically take one CTE course at AACT and the remaining courses at their home high 

school.  Full time students meeting entry pre-requisites take their academic and CTE classes at AACT and will 

graduate with an AACT diploma. 

 

Are you ready to accept the challenges of a rigorous hands-on learning environment? Do courses in health 

occupations, veterinary medicine, culinary arts, professional child care, horticulture, emergency response services, 

advanced machine tooling, digital video production, welding, printing and graphics, tourism and entrepreneurship, 

business office computer applications, CADD and 3-D animation appeal to you?  If so, visit your school counselor 

and fill out an AACT enrollment application.  If you want to know more about the AACT, call the office at 861-4418 

or email the Principal, Mrs. Janis McCreary, at jmccreary@washoe.k12.nv.us or the Counselor, Mr. Bryan 

Hakanson, at bhakanson@washoe.k12.nv.us.  You may also visit us at 380 Edison Way, Reno, NV.  

mailto:jmccreary@washoe.k12.nv.us
mailto:bhakanson@washoe.k12.nv.us


2011-2012 COURSE OFFERING GUIDE  REED HIGH  Å 11 

 

COLLEGE OPPORTUNITIE S FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

The following paragraphs will BRIEFLY describe some of the opportunities which are available to students in the 

Washoe County School District through which they can get a head start on college by earning placement in, waiver of, 

and/or credit for college courses while still in high school.  Although these programs are generally approved and 

accepted by the admissions offices at the University of Nevada, Reno and Truckee Meadows Community College, it is 

important for students to check with their intended post-secondary institution and, if applicable, the NCAA, to 

determine if that school/program will accept the courses.  If students have questions about any of these programs or 

wish to discuss their options, each student should contact his/her counselor, administrator, the WCSD Supplemental 

Credit Office, or the Admissions Office at UNR, TMCC, or other institution. 

 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT :  Advanced Placement (AP) is one of many programs sponsored by the College 

Board.  AP classes are college-level courses offered TO high school students AT their high school BY their own high 

school teachers.  In May of each year, students in AP classes take a three-hour comprehensive exam that is written 

and scored by the College Board.  High school and college instructors from around the nation score exams on a scale 

of 1-5.  An exam score of 3 is generally considered ñqualifyingò and many colleges will give college credit for the 

course to students who earn 3, 4, or 5 on the exam.  Some colleges only give credit for a 4 or 5 score; some waive a 

college requirement but do not award credit; some (including the military academies) allow AP students with high 

exam scores to be eligible to take the collegeôs own placement exams and thus earn credit or waivers.  Some high 

school students begin college as sophomores as a result of passing several AP exams.  Because each college (and 

often each department within a college or university) has its own AP policy, it is important for students to contact the 

admissions office at their post-secondary institution to determine what type of credit/waiver will be available.  To 

quick-check a collegeôs AP policy, go to www.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy. 

 
WCSD course titles which include the notation ñAPò or ñAdvanced Placementò are year-long courses and ALL 

requirements must be met before the ñAPò designation is awarded.  Students register for AP courses during regular 

high school pre-registration each spring.  Exams are given on a predetermined schedule in May of each year at an 

approximate cost of $90 per exam.  Students do not have to be enrolled in an AP course in order to take an AP Exam, 

but students in WCSD who are enrolled in a course with ñAPò in the title are required to take the exam in that 

course (per WCSD Board Policy 6501 / BOT-P6501).  Exam results are available to students and colleges in July 

following the exam. 

 

For More Information : Contact your high school AP Coordinator or your high school counselor. 

 

 

CREDIT BY EXAM :  Students who wish to challenge certain high school courses in world language, math, and 

computer literacy may take a CBE (Credit By Exam) through the Supplemental Credit Office of the Washoe County 

School District.  The exam fee is $50 for WCSD students.  A passing score will earn the student high school credit.   

 

There are often challenge exams or placement exams at the college level that will earn the student credit or enhanced 

placement at the college. The College Level Examination Program (CLEP) offers a type of credit by exam to 

potential college students who have been out of high school for a number of years and have some ñlife experienceò 

which will allow them to test out of some beginning level college classes; there is a fee for CLEP tests.  In addition, 

many colleges have their own school or department exams for this purpose.  There is usually not a fee for the school 

exams. 

 

For More Information : For information about CBE, contact your high school counselor regarding application, fees, 

and deadlines.  Additional information may also be found on the Supplemental Credit Office website at 

www.washoe.k12.nv.us/suppcredit.   For information about CLEP and college placement exams, contact the 

admissions office at your intended college. 

http://www.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy
http://www.washoe.k12.nv.us/suppcredit
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COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TEST :  As part of the admissions process students who plan to attend a college, 

university, or community college will take one or both of the college entrance exams (SAT Reasoning and/or ACT).  

High scores on one or more sections of these exams may allow the student to waive a beginning college course and 

earn initial placement in a higher level course.  SAT Subject Test scores may also be used for admissions and/or 

enhanced placement. 

 

For More Information : Register on the web for SAT Reasoning and SAT Subject tests at www.collegeboard.com 

and for ACT at www.act.org, or contact your counselor for registration materials and/or additional information. 

 

 

CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT :  In addition to college classes offered through Distance Education and Dual 

Credit (see below), qualified junior and senior high school students may register for other courses offered at UNR or 

TMCC, including certain correspondence and web-based courses.  Students must complete an Application for 

Admission, will pay the usual costs for college courses, and will attend class on the college campus.  Courses will 

appear on a college transcript, but not on the high school transcript.  Students with at least two AP or IB courses may 

apply for the Early College Program (see below). 

 

For More Information : Contact the Office for Prospective Students at UNR (784-4700), TMCC, or Sierra Nevada 

College.  For information about correspondence or web-based programs, contact the Office of Independent Learning 

at UNR at 784-4652 or on the web at www.dce.unr.edu\istudy. 

 

 

DISTANCE EDUCATION (ELECTRONIC DELIVERY) :  Through the Distance Education Program certain 

college classes are available to junior and senior high school students via Cable TV (UNR and TMCC) or on the web 

(UNR and TMCC). For Cable TV classes, a course may be offered at the same time to college students in a ñliveò 

setting on campus.  Students should consult a Distance Education brochure or contact one of the offices listed below 

since the offerings are limited.  Some Distance Education courses are offered for Dual Credit that may be applied to 

high school elective credit needed for high school graduation.  Fees for courses will vary at the two institutions; fee 

reductions may be available to some students.  Students interested in the Distance Education Program will need to 

complete appropriate registration forms.   

 

For More Information : Contact the Office of Independent Learning at UNR (784-4652) for the web classes, the 

Office of Extended Studies at UNR (784-4046) for electronic distance education, or the Office of Distance Education 

at TMCC (673-7814) (www.tmcc.edu\e-learning). 

 

 

DUAL CREDIT :  UNR, TMCC and SNC offer campus-based college courses to high school students through 

which they may earn college credit and elective high school credit at the same time.  These designated courses are 

taught TO college students AT the college BY college professors.  High school students attend class on the college 

campus.  In addition, UNR and TMCC offer some Dual Credit college courses to high school students through 

correspondence or through their web-based programs (see Distance Education above). 

 

A one-semester Dual Credit course earns the successful student 3-4 college credits and .5 high school credit.  Grades 

become part of the studentôs GPA at both institutions.  High school students pay regular college tuition and fees for 

most Dual Credit courses.  Most Dual Credit classes have prerequisites including completion of certain courses, 

minimum high school 3.0 GPA, and one-time attendance at an orientation session.  Courses offered at the high 

school are not available for Dual Credit.  A dual credit course may be applied only for elective high school credit; 

however, although the college-level math course will be designated as an elective credit it will still count as the 

fourth year enrolled in math for Gateway purposes.  

 

Students register for Dual Credit courses with their high school counselor. In order to receive credit at both the high 

school and college, students must complete a specific application for Dual Credit IN ADVANCE and submit it to the 

high school as well as completing and submitting a college Admission Application as a non-degree student.  Students 

must submit both a high school and a college transcript when applying to a regular degree program at UNR or at any 

http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.dce.unr.edu/istudy
http://www.tmcc.edu/e-learning


2011-2012 COURSE OFFERING GUIDE  REED HIGH  Å 13 

 
other college or university.  Not all colleges accept courses taken through Dual Credit programs, so it is important to 

check with the admissions office at your intended college/university.  Grades in Dual Credit courses become part of 

the high school GPA. 

 

For More Information : Contact your high school counselor.  

 

 

EARLY COLLEGE :  The Early College Program is a joint effort of the Washoe County School District and the 

University of Nevada, Reno.  It provides seniors and juniors with the opportunity to take university courses while 

still in high school.  You will receive admissions and registration assistance, as well as academic advising, to help 

you in selecting appropriate courses.  You will experience significant financial savings ï students participating in 

Early College will pay reduced university tuition.  You will have access to the IGT ï Knowledge Center, one of the 

largest research libraries in the State of Nevada, state of the art technology laboratories, and other student services.  

The courses you take will transfer to most colleges and universities. Qualifications for participation:  High school 

junior or senior, graduating on time, 3.25 cumulative GPA, taking at least two Advanced Placement (AP), Honors, or 

International Baccalaureate (IB) classes your junior or senior year, and approval from your parent, high school 

counselor & curriculum vice principal.  Early College is not a dual credit program.  Credit earned will become part of 

the studentôs university transcript, but is not recorded on the high school transcript unless the student also enrolls for 

Dual Credit. 

 

For dual credit information, contact your high school counselor.  Participants must provide their own transportation 

to and from UNR and pay for books, fees, and supplies.  Participants can take up to eight credits per semester.  

University courses for which high school AP or IB courses and exams are offered are not available through the Early 

College Program. 

 

For More Information : Contact the Office of Prospective Students at UNR, 682-5914. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL BACCAL AUREATE:  The International Baccalaureate Program is a comprehensive and 

rigorous curriculum designed to prepare students for a quality university education. The primary objective of the IB 

Program is to provide students with a balanced, integrated curriculum in all academic areas, while seeking to instill in 

its students an understanding of the global context of learning (IB mission).  The IB Program promotes the education 

of the whole person, emphasizing intellectual, personal, and social growth through all domains of knowledge.  By 

focusing on the dynamic combination of knowledge, skills, independent critical and creative thought, the IB Program 

espouses the concept of education of the whole person as a lifelong journey in pursuit of international-mindedness 

and responsible citizenship (IB learner profile).  IB students can earn college credit by taking examinations at the end 

of their junior or senior year. Students who excel in the program demonstrate a strong commitment to learning and 

develop the discipline necessary to succeed in college. The student who elects this course of study is responsible for 

the commitment made to its rigors and to personal accountability and self-sufficiency. Students who are selected will 

be provided with academic, social and leadership experiences that will prepare them to compete with any student 

from any program in the world. Students interested in this program should be highly motivated and willing to work 

beyond the minimum requirements of the Washoe County School District (WCSD). 

 

The IB Program is a two-year program offered at Wooster High School to all high school students in their junior and 

senior years. Students who are accepted into the IB program will withdraw from their zoned high school and attend 

Wooster High School full time. Wooster offers two choices for IB students. The first is to commit to a four-year plan, 

which, if completed successfully, would result in the awarding of the IB diploma. The second manner is through IB 

certificates. This would not require a four-year commitment, but would allow students to take part in the IB classes of 

their choice. Potential IB diploma students should begin preparing in middle school by taking Algebra 1 and a 

foreign language. Students apply to enter an intensive BP Program in the spring of the eighth grade year. Students 

then take BP courses throughout their freshman and sophomore years. At the end of their sophomore year, students 

who are enrolled in BP coursework will be eligible to fill out an IB application and enter the IB Program. 

 

For More Information :  Contact Dr. Daryl DiBitonto, IB Diploma Coordinator, at 321-5025. 
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TECH PREP:  College Tech Prep is offered in Career & Technical Education courses in each high school, and at the 

Academy of Arts, Careers and Technology (AACT).  Students earn community college credit at the same time they 

are earning high school credit. College Tech Prep courses are taught TO high school students AT their high school 

BY their own high school teacher.  There is NO tuition cost!  To earn community college credit, students must: 

1. Be a high school student 

2. Enroll in a CTE Tech Prep Articulated course 

3. Complete a College Tech Prep application 

4. Earn a grade of B or better in the course 
 

Students may earn a maximum of 21 credits through the TMCC Tech Prep Program. 

 

For More Information : Talk with your high school counselor, visit the Career Center at your high school or look at 

the Career and Technical Education web site: www.washoe.k12.nv.us/cte/ and click on College Tech Prep. 

 

 

TMCC HIGH SCHOOL :  This high school, located on the Dandini campus of Truckee Meadows Community 

College, is open to juniors and seniors who currently attend any Washoe County high school, regardless of zoning.  

Students enrolled at TMCC High School should have already completed most of the requirements to graduate from 

high school due to the fact that only English, US History, Government, and Algebra 2 are taught at the high school 

level.  Other classes taken by the student are graduation electives and are attained through college classes at TMCC.  

TMCC High School students may take as many as four TMCC college classes at no charge and apply those credits to 

electives needed for high school graduation.  Students are responsible for expenses associated with college classes 

such as books, supplies, and transportation to the campus.  As with other dual credit programs, not all colleges accept 

courses taken for dual credit so it is important to check with the admissions office at your intended college/university 

to see what their policy is. 

 

Students who wish to enroll in TMCC High School must complete an application and be accepted to the program.  

Students who are accepted must withdraw from their zoned high school.  Students must understand that TMCC High 

School does not have sports teams, cheerleaders, music programs, and many other activities available at the 

traditional high school. 

For More Information : Talk with your high school counselor and then call TMCC High School at 674-7660. 

http://www.washoe.k12.nv.us/cte/
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GOVERNOR GUINN MILLE NNIUM SCHOLARSHIP  

The Governor Guinn Millennium Scholarship (GGMS) initiative was enacted into law by the Nevada Legislature in 

1999, creating the Millennium Scholarship trust fund to be administered by the State Treasurer.  The Nevada System 

of Higher Education (NSHE) Board of Regents adopted policy guidelines for the administration of the scholarship.   

 

Present funding for the Governor Guinn Millennium Scholarship program ensures its financial viability 

through at least Fiscal Year 2011.  In the 2011 Legislative Session, a decision will be made based on the budget 

and the long-term merits of continuing the program beyond the current school year.   

 

TO QUALIFY :  Students must meet five criteria:  

1. Graduate with a diploma from a Nevada public or private high school; 

2. Complete with a weighted GPA of at least 3.25. The GPA is calculated using all high school credit granting 

courses and is not rounded; 

3. Pass all sections of Nevada High School Proficiency Exam (HSPE); 

4. Must be a Nevada resident for at least two years of high school (note: there are circumstances where a 

parentôs residency qualifies a student who either graduates out of state or was not in Nevada for two years).   

5. Must successfully complete the following curriculum in high school to be eligible for the Millennium 

Scholarship: 

English ï 4 Units 

Math (including Algebra 2) ï 4 Units 

Natural Science ï 3 Units 

Social Science and History ï 3 Units 

TOTAL 14 Units 

Note that the courses required to qualify for the Millennium Scholarship exceed those necessary for university 

admission.  Students seeking admission to UNR or UNLV must complete at least three years of math, while all 

students who qualify for the Millennium Scholarship must take an additional year of math -- four total. 

 

CITIZENSHIP :  Students must declare on the Acknowledgement of Award form that they are a citizen of the 

United States, or that they have lawful immigration status, or that they have filed an application to legalized their 

immigration status, or will do so as soon as they are eligible.   

 

DOLLAR VALUE :  The dollar value of the Millennium Scholarship is determined on a per-credit basis.  

Millennium Scholars at a NSHE community college will receive $40 per enrolled lower division credit hour and $60 

per enrolled upper division credit hour.  Millennium Scholars at a NSHE state college will receive $60 per enrolled 

credit hour.  Millennium Scholars at NSHE universities will receive $80 per enrolled credit hour.   

 

Millennium Scholarship funding is limited to a maximum of 12 credits per semester, counting allcourse work at all 

institutions.  In no case may the total of all financial aid and scholarships exceed the cost of attendance at the 

institution. The Millennium Scholarship Program will NOT pay for remedial courses. NSHE defines this as any math 

or English course with a course number less than 100.  Funds may be used for any costs related to college/university 

attendance; the maximum lifetime total award is $10,000, which must be used at the undergraduate level and only 

during the six years immediately following high school graduation, except for in the case of military service.  If a 

student serves in the military they are granted the same number of additional years to use the scholarship. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION :  Millennium Scholarship eligibility is determined by the student's high school.  

Student names are submitted by the school registrar to the District three times per year: at the end of the first 

semester; after graduation in June; and after summer graduation in August.  After the student's name is submitted by 

PPA&A to the State Treasurerôs Office, the student can expect to receive an award packet with an acknowledgement 

of award form which must be returned to the State Treasurerôs Millennium Scholarship Office either via U.S. Mail or 

online.  Potential Millennium Scholars are not listed on the school's graduation program. 

 

For More Information :  Please contact Jennifer Todd, Public Policy, Accountability and Assessment at 348-0204. 
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POST-SECONDARY OPTIONS 

Although some people think ñcollegeò means a four-year university, the term has a much broader meaning.  Many 

students choose to begin at a two-year community or junior college or at a trade or technical school.  See your 

counselor for details about which option best suits your abilities, needs, and interests. 

 

COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS :  College entrance requirements vary.  For information as to whether 

or not a course you wish to take will be accepted at a college or other school, it is strongly suggested that you contact 

the post-secondary institution(s) that you might be considering.   

College bound students should choose courses which challenge them and which are designed to prepare them for the 

rigors of college study.  Remember that some high school courses will meet a high school graduation requirement but 

MAY NOT be accepted as an academic credit by your post-secondary institution or by the NCAA.  Some colleges 

accept weighted GPAs, some do not weight, and some have their own method of weighting grades. Your GPA in 

CORE COURSES (usually English, math, science, social studies, and world language), the strength of the curriculum 

you have chosen to take, college entrance examination scores (SAT and/or ACT), and extracurricular activities all 

contribute to your acceptance into college.  Successful college students are usually those who have worked to their 

fullest potential during all of their high school years, developed good study habits, and been involved in their school 

and community. 

 

 

NCAA ELIGIBILITY  

If you think you might be interested in college sports, you should know that the NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic 

Association) has very strict requirements you must fulfill in high school in order to participate in Division I or 

Division II intercollegiate athletics.  The NCAA Eligibility Center must determine your initial eligibility status.  A 

brief summary of NCAA requirements follows, but since regulations may change from year to year, interested 

students should consult the most current NCAA Guide for the College-Bound Student Athlete or the NCAA website. 

Graduate from high school. 

Earn a grade point average (GPA) of at least 2.0 in a core curriculum of 16 designated academic subjects 

(14 for Division II).  Note that:  

Correspondence, independent study, and supervised curriculum courses may be used to meet the core-

course requirement only under certain conditions.  CBE will not count toward the core-course requirement.  

Note: It is the responsibility of the student and his/her family to assure any correspondence courses or 

independent study classes meet NCAA core requirements. 

Courses at the proficiency level or in alternative education classes may not be used as core courses.   

Courses taken in the eighth grade may not be used to satisfy the core curriculum requirements, regardless 

of the course content or level. All core course requirements must be completed prior to high school 

graduation. 

Earn a combined score (CR+M) of at least 820 on the SAT or a sum of the four subject test scores of at 

least 68 on the ACT.  These are minimum numbers and must be accompanied by a core course GPA of 2.5 

or above.  The lower the GPA (to a minimum of 2.0), the higher the SAT or ACT score must be.  A 2.0 in 

the core courses requires at least a 1010 (CR+M) on the SAT or a sum score of at least 86 on the ACT. 

Complete and return the NCAA Eligibility Center Form.  This is usually done in your junior year.  There is 

a fee to submit this form.  The fee may be waived if you qualify for a fee waiver for the SAT or ACT. 

Submit a separate transcript from EACH high school outside of WCSD that you have attended. 
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Know about recruiting rules.  You may jeopardize your eligibility in a number of ways including number 

and type of contacts made with the college, accepting certain gifts, using drugs, accepting payment for 

using your athletic skill (for example in a TV commercial), etc. 

For more details and guidance, talk with your counselor and your coach.  To contact the NCAA write to P.O. Box 

6222, Indianapolis, Indiana 46206-6222 or 317-917-6222.  The Eligibility Center number is 877-262-1492 or go to 

the web address at www.eligibilitycenter.org.   

 

 

TITLE IX  

Title IX guarantees equal access to courses and programs for both male and female students.  Title IX further states 

that an institution may not provide any course or otherwise carry out any of its educational programs or activities 

separately on the basis of sex, or require or refuse participation therein by any of its students on such a basis, 

including health, physical education, industrial, business, vocational, technical, home economics, music, and adult 

education courses. 
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